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Tis not needfull to 
dee, detain chee with 
the Matter or Au- 
thor of this Trea- 


tife : The Matter I am {ure ll 


commend ic {elf to chee, if thou 
wilt be pleafed ferioufly and im- 
partially co read,and confidér it, 
And as for the Author, [mult 


not without. difpleafing him 


fay any thing of; him, but only 
ive thee the reafon, of. 
ublication of Cl iS Difgour €: 
which I dare ,affrm on my cre- 


dis is not from any itching defire 


to appear in print, and I believe - 


none that know him, but will 


bear witnefs wich me in thisbe-. 

half, The fubftance of it, was at 

my earneftcocreacy firtt preach-, 

cd,and afterwards for mine,and 

the fatisfaction of fome other 

friends, sand becaufi 
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I would not give him the trou- 
ble of tranfcribing fo many Co- 
udging it fafe togive liberty to 
— other Copics that were noc writ 
by himfelf, and I, cogecher with 
others, judging ic of fingular 


forthe begetting of right appre- 
henfions of Baptifm in chefe 
days of fo muchconteft; I made. 

it my further requeft ic might be 


printed, and withrhis leave have 


now fetic abroad, which I could 


in civility do. without this ac- 


knowledgement of the high ho- 


noor'he hath done me herein, 


which T doubt aor but willprove 


as realafervicetothee, andthe 


 Troth, Whatever advantage 


thou fhale reap from it, afcribe 
the praife to God,and look upon 
thy felfas concern’d to pray for 
the Author , and let him alfo 
have afhare in thy prayers,who 
hath been an occafion of fo 
preata poodunto thee, and is 


Thy Servant in the Lord, 
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SLL shings coming 
> from one Fountain 
and Father of being, 
there muft needs be 
fome marks and Cha- 


ers of elf upon the fate of 


every one of them,and they cannot 
but have [ome cognation with, and 
refemblance of each other,as things 
that procced out of the fame womb 
of the eternal goodne/s. Material 
beings cy [piritual one would think 
were at the createftdiftance,andyect 
they challenge a kindred one with 
the other, ana there are lines and 
ffrokes in thefe omtward fhapes,that 
expre/s fomething of thofe internal 


ana invifible beauties. All the 


world below is but the image of the 
A3Z world 
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world above, andthefe corporeal 
things are but pictures(though pale 
things {piritual,as | 
theTabernacle of hisan- 
tient people may inform us. For as 
fome modern Philofephers callthe 
Leadffone a Terrella , or litle: 
Earth which draws fimilar bodies 
into.its Embraces; Philo fome 
where.calls the Tabernactea 
World, fmall imaze of thewhole 
Vniver[e,(the 
the higheftHeavens,the holy place, 
theapper Regions wherethe Lights 
the world are placed, andwhere 
hath fet a Tabernacle forthe 
outward court,the lower 
parts and skirts, aswe call themof 
this world, whereby God would 
that he could not dwell in hou- 
fesmadewith hands, butthat the 
whole world was his Temple, the 
fouls of men his Altars , Love bis 
holy fire, and all men his [asrifices, 
And the Apofile calls 230.0 
worldly (an uary,perhaps 
this fenfe that 1 have mentiencd, 
| Now. 
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tells us, verl.23,24.That this Ta- 
bernacle and Appartenances were 


wera and Patterns, 
and Figures, or Copies of things 
inthe Heavens and fodoth the 


whole Scripture draw reprefenta- 


_tions'and images of the other world 


and things to come, from the Sun , 
the Stars, the Light the Feafts,and 


fuch bike things that are in this, 
wherein we inhabit. 


(Man made by God 


xéopwr, ( as one fpeaks) of kin to 
two worlds the knot as it were that yiauts 
them both together, or the But- 
ton that faftens them one to the ™! 
other. He lives inthe confines of 


each , and with his mind w capable 
10 look into the world of fouls and 
[pirits, andwith his body be con- 


with thefe material images. 
God therefore hath thoughs fis to 
teach his mind the things of the one, 


bythe Miniftry of his bodily (enfes 
which have acquaintance only with 
the other, And befides, the whole 
book 


Now the fame Apoftle afterwards 
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book of the Creatures ( every lester | 


of which is fullof God,) he hath 
alwayes given man fome {pecial 


leffons and documents by outward 


Characters which he hath mere in- 


duftrioufly cut andingraven to im-— 


pre(s hus mind with {piritual nosi- 
ons. For though man be as 
I [aid,inthe confines of both worlds, 


yet he bred up among fenfible 


Creatures, and contracts acquain- 
tance bere, before his foul is grown (0 
high as to take any notice of things 


above ; andtherefore he being moft 
affected with the bodies companions, 


ite the finzular care and provi- 


dence of God to teach him by [uch 


things as are moft familiar to him, 


which be hath done in all azes of. 


theworld. It was a cuflome among 
the Antients,(as they report, before 


the knowledge of Letters and 


tines to fing their Laws left they 


fhould forget them , which was 


in ule amung [ome people near to 


Scythia in thedays of Ariftotle.: 


And shis is one reafon why the 
~Pfalms 
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Pfalms are in verfe, becaufe they 


‘| would be the better remembred, and 
fafely repofited,being a Mag a- 


zine of [piritual Learning. They 


knew well enough that what affects 
fenfes, and runs {moothly,is mo 


regarded, and we our [elves flillex- 
perience, that Rihms which make 
a pretty noyfe or gingle, are fooner 


_ fixed in peoples minds then words in 


profe. Seeing thenthat outward 


things do notably teach us and the 


more any thing folicits any of our 
fenfes, the more acceptable it wu 
unto us, God hath been pleafed [oto 
deal with man, that he fhall not want 


fach leffons. 


This manner of Difcipline may be 


_ deduced from the firft Adam to the 
_ Second. For God placed the fir ft man 


70 & Paradife, a fair and beautifull 
Garden, abounding with all manner 


| of friits, &ec.which was but a Type 


of the caleftial paradi(e above, that 


as with ftreams of Light 


jiomtbe face of God, and rivers of 


preafures from hes bear tint he mi Aft 
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of which the Son of God thetvee 
him of Heaven , but none as yct of — 
Hell, becauf(e man was made to be 
happy. SoGed Lkewife gave him a 
Commandment the matter of which 
W owtward and fenfibleyof abftain- 
ing from one tree mm the Garden, 
phich was but a document of the 
fubjettion he did ow to bis Creator , 
and of the tenure whereby he held 
all his injoyments, After he difobe- 
drence men were [ome way or other 
directed by him to make offerings to 
Cod of their beafls and frusts as ate 
knowledzements of thezr dependance 
and homace, and adumbrations of 
the Sacrifice of that fecd that was 
newly promifed. 'n proce/s of time, 
when obedience grewcold, andther 
thouchts(ats like \of another life 
Mull, God took Enoch to himfelf 
when he w.ts bat 365. ycarsold, to , 
reach them by themf{elves,as well as 
other things, that there was another 
life, andarcward that remained for + 
thife that walked with God, which  ¢ 
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was hetter then the lonceft serm of 
years mm thefe earthly pollepions, | 


—owickednefs [till inereafing, God de- 


fireyed the world by a Deluge of wa- 


—teys, which was but a lhadow of the 
dreadfnll fhewers of wrath, the 


fireams of fire and brimftone that 


fhould fall upon the heads of the 


wicked in the other life, whereby 
Godwould terrifierhe new plamtersof 
the world, and e:ve them animage 
of Hell, ashe had done before of 
Heaven. But this was not a lafting 
vifible monument of Gods anger 5 
and therefore in aftertimes, Sodom 


and Gomorrah,and Cities about Jude 7. 
them were fet foreh for an ¢xam- 
ple, {uffering che vengeance of an 


eternal fire;which places Lay in 


 theview Crunder the eye of thas peo- 


le whom God made pecultar to him- 
(elf, ch ferved as continual marks of 
dipleafure, andin(tances of his 
wrath, te make them for ever to be- 
ware.-That peculsar people God [epa- 


rated to by the fre ign of Ctr- 
cumcifion, the feal of the Covenant 
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tbat he made withthem., Thi mare 
properly madeinthat part of 
the becanfe the promife to 
was. that be would mult iply 
bis teed as thie fi harsof Heaven, aga 
tat iv allthe Nations of the 
weria a be bi (ea , avait aptly 
represent (befaes other things) that 
they wereto bean! haly {eed UNTO the | 
Lord. After this Ged did by two per- 
feas, lacob and forth 
them that bw favours are at 
Ais owa difpofal, and that they are 
vot confer’a by nature, but by crace. 
Inthe line of Lacob, befides that 
therewere many myftical and [ecret 
of hw Will,which God 
by per] ons and 3 
tmages given of feavenly 
the Law that Motes 
delivered to them, ther {everal 
walpings their meats,: he: face 
(10 wame were ail 
of \all forts of purity and 
many now to be particularly re- 
THEE Their offer: 5 ana 
of 


| 
i 
; 


of their faerifices reprefented the 
obedience and fervices of particular 
Chriflians, who are made Pricits un- 
to God, but the chiefelt of them re- 
prefenied the offering and facrifice 
of the bien Prieft of our profefsion 
which was Chrift 
And that may not be tedious) 
when God would fhew the creates fa- 
vour tothe world, moft of 
Heaven, and things avove, he comes 
dwels among ft ws ihe perfon of 
his Son,and 1n an outward fhape ma- 
nifefts himfelf to our eyes and ears 
Forinthe very humanity of Chrift 
fo much of Divinity appeared. and 
the Majefly, Widow , Power and 
Goodne{s of God forayed forth, that 
he faith to Philip, He chat hath 
feon me, hath feenthe Father al- Joh. 14.9. 
| Yea, When God would give a 
Teftimony of Fefus 10 b: his Son, he 
0th it by the vifible defcént of the 
holy Ghoft, which he faw coming, 
Cown upon him like aDove , @ 
if hewould tellus, that his own Son 
thall lekewife be taught by thefe out- 
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ward fignscrelemblances hebeing tn 


all things tobe conformed unto men. 

Though oar Lord therefore hath 
taught 4 Religion more full of (piri- 
tual motions then had been mani- 
fefled before , and hath given more 


clear notions of things above unto 


mens minds then had formerly come 
unto them-yct he would uot quite al- 


ter the old manner of Difcrpline by 


outward things, but retains [ome of 
them in hy Occonamy, kxowing how 
weak the minds of men are, and 
how much more eaftly they appre- 
hend by fenfe, then by themfelves. 
Only it ts to be obferved, that he 
hath made eventhe({e outward things 
to[peak more planly, and tellthetr 
meaning crhath writ 
thew inflructions in a ercater, and 
more legible letter then ever before. 


Paptifmisone of thofe Reliques, 


(4 Symbole of great and clear figni- 
ficancy, the Sacrament ef Revenera- 
tion, erthe fecond birth which it 
doth mofl aptly expres, as the fol- 
lowing Ereacile will [uffictently 
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you. For the prefent it may 


(uffice to fay, that water (of all 
things that are eafie to be got, and 
are athand) was the moft fit thing 
that can be thoucht onto be chofen 
to make an Embleme of the [piritual 
_ Generation. Forwe naturally come. 


out of a of 


a flimy water or in Jobs phrafe,We 


are poured out like milk, and then 


~ curdled inthe womb like cheefe, 
10.10. not wnufual in the 
Scripture to [peak of our natural 
procreation under the Metaphor of 

| Water , as may be difcerned by con- 
_ fulting but thefe two places, Prov. 
5. 15,16, oe. Prov.g.17. And it 
is well known that while we lie in the 

womb,we [wim ina {weet liquor and 
hang by the Navel in the midft of a 
nourtfhment. Oliris and 
Afis (if we may believe Plutarch) 
were nothing in the Agyptian 
Muthology, but the river Nile 
and the earth, between which two all 

things were begotten, 

So the Scholiaft spon the firft 
. 
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Of 


| ‘ohn 3.5. 


fc off Pindar, thinks that there- 
fore water 18 to be reputed thebeftof — 


things, becaufe out of st the other 
three Elements are bezotten, out of 


the fubtil part of it, the air ts be- 


a 


gotten . ont ef the erofjer, beng — 


curdlea ana compacted, the Earths 
and owt of the more atherial and 


[peritous part,the Fire, But perhaps 


1 do not well te pur[ue this notion fo 


far, ana eur Savicur might not 


to fuch things as thefe. 


Yet this we are fure of, that we 
mult be born again of water and 


the Spirit, and that our [piritual 
nourifbeacnt after Chrift concei-— 


ved withinus , compared unto 


water al/°, as you may (ee, Johng. 


14.dnd / cannot but likewi/e think, 
that be had fome regard in ap- 
pointing Bapti{m to the cleanfing 


and cooling quality that in water; 


and that it excellently veprefents un- 
10 us, the Spirit of God tobe poured 
forth to the purifying and wafbing 


us fromthe filth of fin, and the blood 


of Chaift 10 the extingni(bing our 
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guilt, and the heat of 
Gods anger, that might juftly burn 
zn onr fouls when we did remember 
that we were finners. 

But there have fo many feveral 
windsof Doctrine blown upon thefe 
Waters of Bapt:(m,and /trove teze- 
ther, that they are become troubled 
and darkened, [o that onc can (carce- 
ly fee with any clearne/s to the bot- 
tom of them. 
The ereat Controver/ és that 
have arofe about the perfons that 
fhould be baptized, have fo tojjed 
and agitated mens thoughts, that I 
doubt few have any calm and fetled 
apprehenfions of the nature and end 
of Bapti{m it [elf. books 

that treat of thi (ubject are [o con- 
cerned im the quarrel of 
that the ufe which men ought feri- 
oufly t0 make of tt, ts much forgo ot- 
ten, If men shouc ht of true 
cnds, they wonld lay afide their Di- 
(putes, or not manage them (0 rough - 
ly, and they woul? (oon fee, that we 
are all baptizcd into the fame Spi- 
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rit, and made of the (ame body, and ©; 

entved by tt intothe [ame fociety and | 
community of foly and peaceable 
Ones. What morecoolthenwater? , 
What fooner out allow fires ? 

If ters of Baptif[m (nextto ¢ 

the blood o Chrift) were fprinkled 

our intemperate heats, they ¢. 

would alfwage our boiling pafsions, 

and we fhould contain onr felves | a 
within the duc bounds of aleving 

and gentle 

But as I [aid, it is but littl 
of, for what Chriff didin- a 
Risure this holy Rite. Some look E 
upon it but asa Ceremony, and 
many [peak of tt as athine that muff c 
be donc, bicaufe. Chrift hath com- 
manacd.butcannet teh towhat pur- f 
poferand others glory init as apri- 
wsledze, but litile underfland any 
thing “of duty that it requires of 
them, fe 
Pliny of awaterin Cilicia 
which called (he (ath) Nis, or — 
Mind, becanfe it will make their = & 
fe cnfes phat drink it [ubtil and ap- 

prebenfive. 


| 
1! 
oan 
7 
| 


*prehenfive, Suidas on the contrary 
fath, that itu called’ or wane 
Wit becanfe 1t makes people foolifh, 
takes away their under landing. 
Such a different eftcem do men feem 
tohave of thefe waters of Baptifas, 
while (ome who feem wife , defpife 
ss of nocthcacy, and ufethem 
only compliance with fimple peoples 
and others make them (uch heavenly 
watersthat they doubt not at all, but 
being baptized, they are wife enongh 
falvation s but beth of them 
are agrecd inthis, to underftand no 
Engagement that laid upon us by 
them, and to expect that what they 
can do, lhould be wrought alone by 
them, without any help or afsiftance 
from our felves. And we find the 
create? multitude of that fort, who 
do gloryim Ravtifm, as the Pews did 
‘boat of Circumcifion, who [ayinef- 
fect, what Julian like falfly ) 


makes Conftantius fay, That our fn bts 
Religion requires nothing of the vst 


_greateft finners, but only chis, 
(Wath, and thoy arcclean from all &: 
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thy fou! crimes;and if chou com. 
mit them again, do but knock 


breaQiind beat thy head,and 


al! is well. Bat Jatlin Moreyr- 


might have ‘cred him,and gives 


us all another lejjon in bi Dialogue 


feours the skin oaly, and makes 


with the he 
good doth that Baputm chat. 


hi chore the body white Baprize your. 


= 


veroulne! « from CHVY and hatred, 


¢ lean. 
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then that we own thes Covenant 
when we underfiandit, and keep our 


felves jlrictly and religioufly to the 
terms of tt, iVe may [ay of thefe 


waters,as Ku of the {ca (up- 
onthe accaftn oj Plat: 
by the falt watirs in ) 


and heal all the 


| It a fron ana feal of Gods crea! 
blefsinasyand [ott of our promife 


| {elves (room anger, and from COr 


and then vour body 


| 
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engl difeafes of men. But otherwifeVitruvi . 


1 they will be like [ome waters in Cap. 
Thrace which whofoever walhes, 


he certainly dies. | 
L have therefore adventured to 
expafeto the world a few of my @rcen 


unconcocted thoughts concern- 
ing this Argument, and toreprefent 


what 1 concerveto be the true mean- 


ing of Bapts/w which ts nothing dif- 


of God. There are a multitude of 


ferent from the fenfe of the Church 


Books know in the world, and men 


complain of it; they that do,may let 


alone, and of others | may caftly 


obtain a pardon for putting my [elf 


the crowd, fince ! take up but a 


liitic room, and make but a very 


hort a their palface to better 


» 


Authors. Others (it may be fata ) 
mot Dawe been beiter allowed to 
nave this matter. think fo 


believe there are num- 


vers that under fland better, | and 


manletudes that underfland as much, 


_ and jome that can inlarce thefe 
ings that are bere faid, into more 


per 


d 
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and profitable difcourfes: 
ana 1 dare not much as flatter 
my felf, that 1am able to leadthe — 
way to any of themsif I may provoke © 


them todo better, I think my labour 


wel beffowed. I am fenfible that the 


images of truth make but a weak 


and waterifh impre(sion upon my 


mind, but they may draw more lively 


pictures of themfelves upon other 
fouls, and let them give us aCopy 


of their conceptions. 
Since the preaching of this Ser- 


mon,it came [o into my mind 
( by taking netice of fome difcourfes — 
abroad) to injert fomething of Con- 


firmation, that could not well put 
away thofe thoughts, and fo I have 
det them take their place tn the body 
of the Sermon, by way of per/wafion 


toa hearty, and open owning of 


bapti{mal Covenant. 


Thereby men will afcend from 
Water unto Wine from a weak 


eftate, to a more ftrong and manly 


conftitution : and God will mot only 


fprinkle clean water npon their faces, 
bat 
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4 but even n lay his hands upon their 
heads, thereby taking more firm hola 
of them, and apprehending them for 
his own,and conferring his ble{sines 
more abundantly onthe, now that 
put ihemfelves into bis hands, 
be direticd and ruled in all 
| things by hiws,as shofe that are whol- 
lyin hus power. 
dare not keep you any in 
entry, for you crow weary, 
and loth 10 fiep over the T 
the next leat, «nd look intothe 
main Building. And there 1 fhall not 
flay your eyes long, for my furniture 
being little, it was not wt(dom to 
4 make the too wide and {pactous. 
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per[picusus and profitable difcourfes: 

ana 1 dare not [0 much as flatter 

my felf, that 1am able to leadthe 
way to any of themsif I may provoke 
them to dobetter, I think my labour 
wel beftowed. I am fenfible that the 
images of truth make but a weak 
and waterifh impre[sion upon my | 
mind, but they may draw more lively | 
pictures of themfelves upon osher 
fouls, and let them give us aCopy | 
Of their conceptions, 

Since the preaching of thisSer- — 
mon,it came fo Rrongly intomy mind 
( by taking netice of fome difcourfes — 
abroad) to infert fomething of Con- 
firmation, thatl conld not well put | 
away thofethoughts, andfol have 
let them take their place inthe body | 
of the Sermon, byway of per/wafion | 
toa more hearty, and open owning of | 
the bapti{mal Covenant. oa 
Thereby men will afcend from 

Water Wine from a weak 
eftate, to a more firong and manly 
conflitution : and God will mot only 
[prinkle clean water npon their faces, 
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but even lay his hands upon their 
heads, thereby taking more firm hold 
of them, and apprehending them for 
his own,and conferring his blefsings 
more abundantly onthem , now that 
they put chemfelves bis hands , 
to be directed and ruled in all 
things by hims,as shofe that are whole 
lyinhw power, 

dare not keep you any longer in 
the entry, for fear you crowweary, 
and loth to flep over the Threfhold 
| of the next leaf, and look intothe 
_ main Building. And there | fhall not 
_ fray your eyes long, for my furniture 
being little, it was not wt[dom to 
_ make the houfe too wide and [pactous. 
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Be pleafedto corre thefe faults that have 


~ efcaped the care of the Printer. 


N the piftle, pag 2 fent. In the Preface, 
Obedience. Veon its 


we may. Inthe 1b. 


p- 22.1.6. r. 4nd. p-34./ 27... Dilber rus, p 35.1.8. ¢.Graberm 
p.38. 1.20. ras for. p.40.marg. rewe are. 
p-79. 1.19. editable. p-88./.8. r.all the Gofpel. p-91./.9, 
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Acts TO, 
Ana As baptized, he and all bis , 


& 

Ria Command to his Apo- 

filles ro go aud teach (OF 

difciple, ) ali Nations , 

baptizing them in the 

of the Father, Son,and holy Ghof?. 
"We find in this flory of their Acts , 

qT wherein fome of their travels are 
‘reiated,) that as foon as they had per- 
{waded any perfons to be Chriftians , 
“immediately they received them into 

their fellow(hip, bythis Ceremony of 

dwafhing them with water. A Truth 

which among all the Difputes about 

‘Daptifm,one would thmkfhould never 


pave been quacrelled ; yet there have. 
a been 


| 
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Auguft. de 


thofe bufie phanfies in the world that 
have called this into Queftion, and 


beei4s. Would perfwade us that our Saviour in 


| 59% 


thofe words intended not any fuch wa- 
fhing with water, and no other Bap- 


‘tifm is to be owned, but chat of the 


38, 


Spirit. 
But fo men may fay, if they pleafe, 
thae when Philip and the Ewnuch went 
inte the water,be baptized kim with fire, 
If the Apoftles could underftand our 


_ Saviours meaning, thofe men are fuffi- 
‘ciently refuted by their pradtife ; for 


though our yo Baptized none 


chat we read of , but with che Spirit ; 
(andthe Paeps/s will havea hard task 
to obtain this preheminence for Peter , 


that he received the Baptifm of water 


at Chrifts hands: ) yer it will Be need- 


 Tefs pains to prove that his Apoftles 


and their Succeffors after them did 
initiate, and admit Difciples in that’ 
manner. 

But rotwithftanding this, there are 


others chat (left che world fhould be 
_quiet,)do flart anew Queftion, Whe- 


ther chatCommand of our Lords ex- 
tended any further, then tothe firk 
profelyting of the Nations, or ought 

| 
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bs 
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now tobe followed among Chriflian’ 
people? who might have {pared the 
labour of making fuchadoubt,unlefs 
they could give us fome ground co | 
think , chat chat part of their Com- 
miffion was after revoked , or then |i- 
mited to fuch a time, and likwife folid- 
ly expound thofe following words , 
1am with you alwayesto the endaf the =~ 
World,and fhew us why the work ofthe 
new birth ( which the Apoftle makes 
the fignification of Bapti/m,’) is not. 
now as well asthen to be thadowed 
and reprefented, Yet others will noc 
lec their wits be at ret, but make a fur-— 
ther inquiry, Whether che words of 
our Saviour inclade in them a Com- 
mand, or only a Permiffion,becaufe be 
faith only Baptizing, not Baptize? 
Though the conftant pradtife of the 
Apoftles in chis Book related, andof — 
the Church well have 
been fufficient to have filenced thefe 
thoughts without any further difpute; 
and the following words likewife ,,4,,- 
Teaching them, oc. wouldhave told au” 
fuch men that their inquiry was need-7%s. 
lefs, unlefsit can be thought, that be- verfe 20 
caufe he doth not fay,Go reach,we may 


3 2 chante 


-chufe whether we will give any farther | 
inftra@ion to our people. 

Taking it therefore for granted , 
( without engaging my felf in fuch 
-queftions, ) thatthe words now read, 
dofpeak of Bapti/m by water ftillto 
be retained in the Church of God ,; 
you may objerve in them thefe three 

1. A Rite or Ceremony ufed, and 
thacts or washing with Wa- 
ter. | 
2.The perfons baptized, The faylor, 
andall bis. 


3. The time of its Adminiftration, 


Praight-Way, inftantly, at 
that hour of the night that che fore- 
going ftory was aGed, without any fur- 
cher delay. 

which am invited totreatof © 
—threethings , Firft, Of the Ufeand 
Intention of Bapti/m. Secondly, Of 
the qualities or difpofitions of thofe 
thacreceive it. Thirdly , Of the time 
that is required to render them per- 
fons fitly qualified to receive it. 
 Forthe Explication of the firf, we 

need find no fault with the common 
Janguage. that faith, ZBapri/m in its 
neral 
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ral notion is an outward vifible f ign 
and feal of fome inward and invifible 
grace and favour conveyed, and made 
over thereby untous. But to diffe- 
rence it from the other Sacrament, we 
muft enquire what that grace, favour 
and priviledge is,and fhew how it doth | 
fignifie, and feal it between God and 
us. And upon due confideration, | 
believe we (hall find , thateo be Bap- 
tized, expreffeth fomething on our 
part, ‘and fomething on Gods, both 
which put together, make it a foede- 


Rite, whereby we and God en- 


ter into a Covenant and Agreement 
together, and mutually engage to 
the performance of feveral chings , 
which are allto our behoof and be- 
| 
1, As we prefent our felvestothe 
Minifter of this Sacrament,and receive 
it, foit expreffes fomething done by 
us; and then 2, As the Minifter 
( Gods Deputy or Embaffadour, ) 
doth receive us, and wath us with this : 
water,by the Authority , , and into.the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoft; fo it expreffeth fomething done 
by God. Both which it concerns us 
3 fox 
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78) 
for the fecuring of our duty , and our 
comfort alfo,to be acquainted withall, 
and therefore [ fhall (hew you, 
1. What is the true mearing and 


baptized who offers himfelf,or is offer- 
ed to receive it: which I will lay before 
in thefe particulars. 
Firft, Inthe general notion of ic, it 
isa profelli on of aReligion wherein- 
to we enter,and to which we engage to 
be faithfull and conftant Difciples. Ie 
is a Ceremony whereby Profelytes 
are made, and all char ufe it do chere- 
by come into a new way.and ftate, for- 
faking all their old periwafions, pra@i- 
fes and relations wherein they were 
bornand bred, chat are contrary to, 
and inconfifient with thefe new In- 
gagements. It is well obferved by Sc. 
In nullum Anguft, That mencan be afloctated to- 
nomen ve- getherinno Religion, Whether true or 
unle/s they be combined by the com- 


(Cu 


{lium co. 9% bie of [ome visible figus and 


ments of their profeffion. Which the 
World hath found by fo long experi- 


iRCS, nil 


Al Signaculorum feu Sacram. valorum vifth linm Con-— 


adv. Fault, 1.19. cap. ar. 


intent of itonthe part of the perfon 


ence . 
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ence to be true,that I need not be care- 
fullto prove ic. The Jewsit is mani- 


| felt were differenced from others by 


Circumcifion, and ( as their Do@ors 
tellus, ) entred into Covenant with 
God,nor only by it, but by Bapti/m al- 
fo, together wich afacrifice unto him. © 
And when a Heathen would become 
Jew, and undertake their Religion , >¢¢.""*- 
and fo repofe himfelf ( as their phrafe tof. Lex. 


is, under the wings of the divine Ma- 43 
jefty , he wastobecircumcifed, bap- 
tized, and offer Sacrifice ; for which 
(Maimon (as fundry Learned men ob- 


ferve out of him, ) brings no other 2° probi- - 


bito com- 


proof, butthae N#@m.15.15. Asye gre 
are, fo fhallthe firanger be to fuppo- 
fing asathing well known, that by ~ 
thofechree the Zews fubmitted them- 
felves co the yoak of the Law. And 


it isas commonly known that they fay 
_ their mothers entred into Covenant 


only by Baptifm & Sacrifice,and fo did 
fome Profelytes by thofe (without Cir- 
cumcifion,) ingage to worfhip the one 
God of Abraham, Ifaac and }2cob,and 


+ forfaking all !dols,co obferve him on- 


ly;as chat paflage of R.fo/fbuabs clear- 
ly thews, which is cited by Ray mun- 
das, ) 


1 
Ee 

| 
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(8) 
cifed, Behold this is a flranger converte 
Dift.3. cap. ed, for loe we find of our mothers, 
(viz. Sarah, Rebecca,cec.) that they 
were baptized, but not circumsc:/ed. 
now hath no different fig: 
nification,but only we lay this Ingage- 
ment upon our felves, to worfhip the 
God Father of our Lord} Chrift. 
&tocometo him through his Son,& to 
embrace thatreligion which he teaches 
us from God which is that whereby we 
are diftinpuifhed from Jews, A1abome- 
tans, and all other people in the world, 
who go not to God through thisMedt- 
ator nor owagethat biefled Gofpel 
thathehath delivered unto us. 


If any fhould me ,why by Bapts/m 


we fhould make this Profeffion rather 
* thenany other Rite; The anfwer me- 
thinkssseatie, whathath been faid 
he confidered together with the parti- 
ticulars that I fhall mention after I 
have difpatched this general notion of 


it. And belides, ict feemsconfiderable 


to me, that the Mediator of the 
Old Covenant did receive the people 


into it by Baptifos and not by Circum- 


ction. Yoritasnotonly laid, 
| 19,10. 


dus,) He is baptized, and not circum: 


4 
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9) | 
to. 10. That they foould funtlifie 
felves, andwafh their cloaths; butitis 
likewife plain from 5+ That 
none were circumcised While they Were 
in the wilderne/s | and they are not all 
the while reproved or rebuked for it , 
and were notwithftanding within bse 
Covenant, whichwas fure by fomeCe- 
remony or other ; and the Apofile al- 
fo faith, 1 Cor.10.2 2. That they were 
all baptized i into Mofesin the cloud,and 
in the [ea. God by che covering of the — 
cloud, took them under his wings and» 
prove@ion, owning them for his peo- 
ple andthey pafling chrovgh the heart. 
of the fea, the waters inclofing them — 
round about, did profefs co cruft in 
God , and there to drown all the 
thoughts of eeypt which fometimes 
they feared, and fomecimes they loved 
over-much. Now asonly Bapti/m 
and not C ircumci/i m wasufed, when 
God conducted his people by the vifi- 
ble miniftry of Angels, (who marched 
withthem incthecloud,)and delivered 
them from the flavery and bondage of 
gypt by thehand of AZofes;{0 God 
thought fit to ufe no other way of 


ma —_ Difciples when he fent hisown 
‘Sgn 


: 
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(10) 
_ Son to work a greater falvacion for us, yy 
and to be the Mediator of a better §,,, 
Covenant with us,of which the antient 7 
Jews do not feem co have been alcoge- 


ther ignorant, when they fay, that), 
there fhall be fuch a multitude of Pro- | 
felyces inthe daysof the that 


in Mat-3. chey fhal be admitted by Bapcifm only 
without any Circumcifion./¢ may not 
be unfitto add, chat all nations ufed 
Watlhings fo much, that there could not 
be invented (one would think,) a Rite 
more likely to be readily received then 77, 
this. The Zews itis plain,not only when 
they admitted perfons into Covenant, | 
but afterwards alfo in cafe of legal pol-|% ( 
futionsufed dive:s Wafhings,as the 
poltles pbrafeis, Heo.g, 10. Three forts 
of which I fiad obferved by a learned 5 ,, 
man, Fir, Phere were their 
notin wit, * their daily wathings which 
Mofes. 1, Were introduced by the Pharifees. Se- o, 
cap.t1, cCondly, There were their Baptifms or +} 
Mr, po. !mmertions of the whole body into 
cock hath | ow 
largely thewn thar and C#C7i do not fignifie. ly 
amoog them alwaves the Wolling cf the whole body, 
which is co be obferved againgt chat make ic mow ne- 
Not. Mifeelcap.g. 
| 


water, 


i 
rk 1) 
Twater, which all the Fews were bound 


in their contettions. And thirdly, 
The bathings.of their women which 


were tied unto feven weeks after 
their delivery of a child, Unio which 
likewife add, thar W sfhing was 
ed as atoken of | innocency and {ree- 
from tuch guile as might be 
tocleaveto aperfon, which 
fuppofeth in chat ‘ohrafe, 
26.6.and the book Deutero- 
q omy plainly exprefleth, 21.6,7. 7 hey 
Rall ‘heir hands, and fay, Our 
Chands have not fred this blood , 
4 bich perhaps /s/ate would imitate , 
(having to-do with the fews, )when he 
"had condemned our Saviour, Afat.274 
B24. For he wajfbed bis bands before the 
multitude, and [aid, | am wnocent of the 
blood of this jufi man, (ee ye to it; asif it 
had been buc an accidental murcher , 
~ or that which he could no more help , 
y then if a man had been killed by 
) chance. Certain it is the Gentiles like- 
wife Wafhings very much ,not on- 
ly after murthers, but likewife in cafe 
of other crimes, ‘and alfo in their ad- 
’ millions of perfons into the fecrets of 
of their ‘Religions 5 for which 
fee 
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(12) 
(*) p> fee(*)Tertullian. And ifthere were m 
‘Baplif cap. thing ‘elfe to make us believe the Fem 

A might make it very probable, for tha 

Gentiles were but their Apes, and the Q 
(4)Kai Devil (as (7) 74/t. Mareyr oblerveg 

inthis very cate of Baptifm,) took dig 

vine Rires, and made them do fervicey 

hishellith My/leries ; They hearings 

yc de re. (faith he, ) che faying of the Prophet} 

 Lfa.t« Wafh you make you clean, Orem 

would have theic Worfhippers 

&e led with water when they went intogh, 
their Temples to make an 

yea and be wafhed all over before cheyi 
came thither. Al! which being true ,outly 
bleffed Lord might think it fit to inno 
vate aslitcle as he could, & foro accom-§ fi 
modate this fignificant and innocent 
Ceremony to bis purpofes, and 
(late ie froca the to be a Rite! gh 
whereby co profefs purity otf 
body and foul, hep as he did in the 
other Sacrament of the 3 ords Supper, § 
wherein he hath ufenotonly 
the bread aud wine, burt as divershave § 
odferved, of the sccuftomed words Hp 
the ch en ufed at the Paf- 
chal Supper. For foh nis Wildom judged | 


(13) 
t meet to make former Rites ferve his 
own ends, rather then introduce 
Maftcange and unheard of things which 
Mad not been known in former times. 
BHis defign was not novelty, but truth, 
mot his own glory, but the good of 
inen, and foheconformed himfelf in 
histo their practife,which(that I may 
“peak more particularly, ) is to be con- 
midered. 
= Secondly, As a profefsion of Re- 
Mpentance from dead works, a relin- 
Wauifhing of all ungodlinefs and world- 


Mwiththem. Thisis taught us not only 
Py the Baptifm of - which was ad- 
MPiniftred with confefsion of fin, and is 


Wy lufts, fo as never more to be friends 


the Bapti/m of Repentance, and war. 


‘Mikewife accompanied with an Exhor- 


(Ration to bring forth fruits meet for Mar. 1.4. 


‘Repentance, and in refufing of which 
Bhe Pharifees are faid co have rejected 


t ut alfo by the exhortation of the A- - 
Ppoftle co the new Converts. 44.2.38. 
di epent and be baptiacd every one of you, 
xc: e. make profefsion of your Re- 
Mpentarce by Baptifm to theremifiion 
oof your fins , the fenfe of which had 
pricked 


‘Whe counfel of God againft chemfelves: Luk.7.30;) 


| 


(asthe Apofile {peaks, Jand cheir en 


Rom. 6.3, bis death we are buried with him in Bay 
knowing that our old man is cra) 


» ) Becaufe Chrif” 


_rifesgain. In conformity to whom, 


the water,) there to leave all their fins) 


pricked them in their hearts. Anditg 
further manifeft from all the circum 
flancesof Baptifm. For pute 
their old cloaths, and ftript chemiely 
of their Garments ;then they were 
‘edall over , and buried inche 
ter which notably figoifed the putting 
oft the body of the fins of che:ficthi 


tring intoa flare of death or morcil 
cation afterthe fimilitade of Chrifg 
according to the fame Apottles 
guage clfewhere , art baptized smh 


| 
| 
| 
cified with him, that che body of fig, 
might be deftroyed , chat hencefortl} | 
we might not ferve fin, ‘All which wip - 
rendred ftill more figmificant by che? 
Antients, who baptized only on the) ; 
laft day of the week atnighe, 08) | 
the even of two Lords dayes in cht | | 
year, (called therefore by (bry/oftom 

| 


then lay in the grave,and was about (0 


they by this Rite did profefs thea 
felvesto bedead, and ( coming out of ” 


drowned: 


4 


(1s) 
t@ drownedand buried inthat grave never 
MS corevive again, There is oneching more 
(not to beforgotten,) which makesie 
WS more clear, thac it wasintended fora 
profefsion of Repentance, & thacisthe 
mM Renunciation which chey made to the 
Devil the world,and the fileth, orthe 
(NS open declaration upon the queftion 
propounded which they made again{t 
I all Gods enemies, the form of which 
NS fo many antient Authors do record, 
a0} thac it is vain to cite any; but the fenfe 
mt of it was chis, Do you renounce,or do 
4F% you forfake the world, and all che va- 
7 nities , follies and wickednefs there- 
of do forfake them, faid che perfon 
tl} to be baptized. Do you forfake the 
vi) Devil, will you have never any thing 
& to do with his works? I do forfake him, 
and abhor them all, unto which 
> the Apoftle is thought to bave refe- 
rence, 1 Pet.3.21. when he fpeaks of 
the anfwer of a good confcience, as 
» the Baptifm which faves us,and not the 
) outward wafhing, onfieting away of 
the filthof the fleth, This , 
this queftion, What frall I dotobe 
) faved? and confequently the hearty 
anfwerto allthat is propofed as 
\ 
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( 15) 
fite to falvation, is thae which makéy 

 Baprifm to be valid, and of force 
us, The jews fay intheir tradition, 
efdam ltood a whole week upto 
the neck in water, begging of to 
accept of his Repentance for what hg 
hadcommitted. Whatfoever he did; 

I am fure this Wafhing with waren 
doth moft fitly reprefent both our a¢ 
knowledgements that we are worthy 

to die,and be fwallowed up in che was 
ter, and our profelsion chat we will 
 forfake all our filthinefs, if we. may) 
but be accepted unto life. 
Thirdly, Ic isa Profefsion of faich| 

in the Father,Sonand Holy hoff. Fot 

we are baptized into their name, and} 

fo it fignifies, either firft that we heat. 
tily accept of the Father for our God 

_ and happinefs, to Jove him above all; 
and of the Son, for our Lord and Sa. 
viour,as the way unto the Father; and 

of the Holy Ghoit for our San@ifier, 
Guide and Condu@or totheSon; of 
fecondly ( whig#comes to the fame ,) 
that we embrace that Do@rine for our 
Rule whichis delivered unto us from 
the Father, through the hands of bis 
Son,by the Power of the Holy Spirit ,. 


) 
4 
a 
4 
4 
: 


co fear all his threatnings, to relye up- 
Eon all bis Promifes,and to yield obedi- 
ence to all his Commands aslong as 
welive. That this profeffion of Faith 
was made in Baptilm is plain, not only 
from eAtts 8.37. where Philip faith to 
the Exnuch, if thou believeft with all 
thine heart,thon mayft be baptized, and 
he anfwers, believe shat Jefus Chrift ws 
BB the Son of God ; but likewite from this, 
© thar che word Bapti/m is put for the 
m whole Doctrine which he preached, 
m who did baptize, as you may fee , 
4s 18.25. (knowing only the Bap- 
tifm of fohn,) Abts 19.3. | Into what 
m were yor baptized? and they faid, into — 
fobns Bapts(m: | By which it appears, 
that being baptized ioto fuch a name, 
® chough one fhould {peak nothing, ex- 
prefies a conient to embrace that 
© word which he preaches and declares 
tobe che Willof God. Yea, Baptifm is 
an.open profeffion and Declaration to 
® allchat we are of fuch a faith, for ic is 
not enough chat. we are perfwaded of 
the Truth of Chrifts Religion,but we 
ought alfo it, and 
manifeft to the world our belief of it, 
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faved: i.e. He that owns rhe faith Jp 
of Chriftin Truth, and makes a 


(18) 
of that place, Afark 16.16. He Bo 
that believes, and ts baptized, fhall be 


fellion of his belief by receiving this igi, 


mark of the Chriftian Religion, he @ar 


fhhall be accepted of God to life. For 
that was required by our Saviour of ih 


sfhamed of him before men, nor be [fp . 
afraid to let the world know that they Ber. 
were his difciples, by ufing all thofe fpo, 
things whereby they were diftinguifh. 


ed from tbe ref of men. De 


4. It isa profeffion of holinefs and 
obedience, and an engagement we gnc] 
thereby lay upon our felves to maireo) 
cain al! purity in body and foul, which - lee 
isthe immediate confequent of the 


former, and feems to be alluded 


by the Apoftle when he faith, 1 Cor.6..9 A 


Lt. were fome of you, bat you art ini: 


wafhed, but jou are fied, &c. 
you have betaken your felves by reefMre 

ceiving of Baptifm to a holy and puré@piw 
Converfation: And it is more plainly 
exprefied by him, Gal. 3.27. Asma Biche 
wy of yon as bave been baptized | 
Chrifi, have put en Chrift. In 
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Hof which, and that they intended al! 
Purity, (like thofe inthe Reavelation, 
Swho are faid to follow the Lamb ix 
PWhire, ) they were prefently cloathed 
wich white Garments. when they 
out of the water. From whence 
hac day was called White Sunday, — 
Which was one of the principle times — 
When the Antients did admit perfons 
& Baptifm ; and chey all profeffed 
Rereby, they hated the grament 
with che Alef, and would never 
again cotheduty plealures of 
Be world wherein they had wallowed. 
An ancient Chriftian Poet doth excel- 
ntly exprefsic. 


grege de niveo gaudia paflorhab. bum. 


4 A bright garment was caft over 
pining and gliftering fouls, andthe 
Great Shepherd took no fmall plea- — 
re inbis milk-white Lambs, whofe 
Botward luftre did but fignifie chat 
Bey were become the Children of the 
Mehr, and of the day, and would 
ave no more fellowfhip with the un- 
Mitfull works of Darkne/s, Eph. 5. 
C2 8,10, 


/gentes animes wells quod; candita fignat Lad antine 


| 
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Val, '€20) 
§,10.Which place fome would int x 
pret of Baptifm, called therefore 
the Antients or Illuminatiogt 

of which thofe fplendid Garmentswag 
Geor. afitfignification. The Greeks at he 
day put fuch a Robe upon che Chig 
annol. ad immediately after Baptifm faying Reg 
ceive this lucid and immacula 
Cfoathing , and bring it before ti 

Tribunal of our Lord Jefus wit 

out fpoc, and thou thall have 

nal life, Amen. Certain itis, th & 

allerue Chriflians have ever. accounts 

this the great intent of this ourwag® 

Rire of Baptifm, to be an Ingageme 

vim isthe fenfe of them all. 
clean,not only by the wathing of 

body, but the purgation of thy ming 

Bath and fleeptby foul in holy cruth 

till have fercht out all thy 
Forevena Jewcanfay, Dui baptial 

tur fineintintione, perinde eff ac imme 

Filiph.de baptizatur ; Hethat doth not 
de that which is meant by Baptifm, 
he were unbaptized for it is not dim" 
(laith he, ) and excrementious 
rencies that a man wafheth away , bey 2 
there isa Refemblance herein of 
cleanfin; 


leanfing of the from all filchinefs, 
re el _e. from chofe perverfe thoughts, and 
tioge vil habies which he profeffes to for- 
swagake by bringing his foulco the 
Vertue and Knowledge,as Ezeksel 
ith chap.36.25. Thus Maimon. And 
chey well faid, He thac 
al tomes from among che Gentiles unto 
vit | or the fake of any worldly vanity, he vaca). 3 
7 not a Profelyce of Juftice; for which | 
waufe they ufed to examine him, whe- 
a Bher for the h hope of gain, or honour, 
compelled with she betook him- 
to their profeftion, and to fearch 
whether there were any young man, 
Mr woman of J/rae/ chat the party 
ade loveunto, becaufe they would 
inphave them only out of holy-ends un- 
th mdertake cheir Religion. And indeed 
if Meheir rifing again, & coming out of che 
ater, did likewife fignifie this, that 
had left their filthinefs behind & 
ge were made new men,hence-forward to 
@ ferve God in Righteoufnefs and Holi- 
ge nels all che dayes of their life. 
5. Itisa Profefsion of felf-denial, 
Wand taking up the Crofs if we meet 
with itin our Chriffiancourfe. lor 
C Waters 


| (22) 
Waters fignifie in Scripture Affistions | 

and Tribulations, which fometimes go 

over our heads andoverwhelm us. And 
accordingly our Saviour {peaking of 

Luke x2. his fufferings, faith, J bave a Dapti/mw 
50. be baptized with, &c. And are you ablets 

Dit. 2°. be baptized with the Baptifms that J am 
baptized with ? i.e, totake part with 

me in my fufferings and indurance 

here in the world for Gods fake ? and 

immediately it follows, You /hall iw 
deed be baptized With my Bapti/m, you, 

fhall be wet in blood, and baptized mg 

your owntears 1d fweat. Whofoeve 
puts on Chrift,takes upon him his fof 
ferings, and renounces (as you hav 
heard, ) to all thofe things, chougi 
never fo dear, that would deveft him 

of his dearer Saviour, or make hie 
falie ro that Covevant into which 
doth enter. So the Samaneans amont 
L. 4. mei the Indians ( as Porphiry tells us,) 
 foon asthey were chofento be of ch 
fociety of thofe Divines, and had ths 
Title, they fhaved their body, andre 
ceived a Stole or long Robe, afte 
which they renounced tcias 
cheir Eftaces, never thinking of te 
turning to Wife, Children, or a 
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other thing , making no account of 


them, bue wholly imploying themfelves 


in che thingsofGod,(as bis wordsare,) 
without wives, or Poflefsions, ortheir — 
former Injoyments. Such a white Gar- 
mentIcoldyou the Chriftians fome- 
time received in token of their pur- 
ting on Chrift Jefus the Lord ; with | 
that they put on new relations, and 


efpoufed another Intereft,and did pro- 


fels to forfake Father, Mother, Wife , 


Children, Houfes, Lands,and all things 


elfe for his names fake, and to call no- 
thing theirs, but only Chrift. Which 


likewife we cannot deny, they did very 


antiently reprefent, by figning them 
with the fign of the Crofs, (innocent- 
ly enough itislikely, till Superftition 
did abufe it, intoken of the crucified, 
affli@ted condition into which they 
muft be willing to enter, if Chrift 
fhould call rhemtoit. And fo we may 
interpret that place, 1 Tim.6.12. Fight 


— the good fight of Faith,lay bold on Eter- 


nal life,whereunco thou art alfo called, 
and haft profeffed a good’ profefiion 


before many witneffes, endure fuf- 


ferings for Chrifts fake, for thou are 
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(24) 
called untoit, and haft profeffed in 
Raptifm chou wouldft. be his faithful 
 Souldier before many witnefles, 
( faith Hisrom, ) beiore the people of 
God and bis holy Angels thou didft re. [ 
nounce to the world, and all the foft- 
neffes and vanities thereof, and gave 
up thy felfco indure hardfhip, (as itis 
place, 2 Tim.2.3.) Likea 
good Sotsldier ef Jefus Chriff. Vor this 
it was perhaps that cheir Bapes- 
Peria, or Fonts ufed to be made where 
rum dlp. fome Martyrs bad fuffered, that fo 
ae 207 ehey might be put in mind they enrtred 
into a War-fare wherein they muft re- 
 fiftunto blood ftriving againft fin, Our 
4 very firft Incorporation into Chrift, ts 
an Expiration co the world 
| and then we begin to die, when we be- 
gin tolive, Asfoonas ever we declare 
or Chrift, and are lifted into bis 177- 
the Devil raifeth ail his forces 
aganft us, and we mutt not expect to 
inarch quietly co Heaven. You fhall 
read of norhing but fufferings after 
our Siviours baptifm, and moft of the F 
_reft of his life before, for thirty years — 
(which we may iuppofe had Jefstrou- | 


init,) the Holy Ghoft paffes over 
as 


¥ 

% 

t= 


as if he woold tell us, that when by 


Baptifm we give our felves to 


become his Children, we enter upon a 
{tate of fufferings, and perhaps muft 


wafh our Garments againin the blood 


of the Lamb. 


And having thus fhewed the great- 


et Ingegement thac it can Jay upon us, 


which is to lay down our lives for 


Chrifts fake if he require (hall pafs 
to rhe next part of ibis difcourfe,which 
isto (hew what the meaning & intent 


of itis on Gods part,& what blefsings 
are thereby conveyed back again to 
_us,who thus give up our felves to him. 


2. God by his Minifter ( that doth 


in bisname, and by his Authoricy bap- 
-aze,)doth receive the perfons fo wafh- 


ed into the Injoyment of fome privi- 


ledges and benefits thae otherwayes 


Revd 


are not ordinarily to be enjoyed. For — 


what is done by his Minifter,is as if che 
hand of God fhould do ir So it is faid, 
chu 3.23. That came into Judea, 


and baptized ; and ver(e 26, The Jews 
fay to Jobs, "He to whom thou beareft 


witne/s behold the fame baptizeth : and 
again, cap. 4.1. Ie is faid, That Fe/us 


made and bu prized more Difciples then 
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Fobn yet ‘verfe2. Wearetold, That 
bims/elf baptized mot, but bis Die 
fesples. That which Officers and Ser- 
vants do by Commiflion and Authori- 
ty of cheir Matter , is accounted to be 

his Action ; And fo, 
God receiveth us hereby in. 
tohis family, to be numbred among 
people, of whom he will have 
fpecial care. It isthe feal (asic were, ) 
a7 rae of God upon us, his Mark and Ca. 
rater whereby he owns us for his 
newly Cheep, and knows us from all other, fo 
baptized, astohave amore particular infpeion 
over us then the reft of the world thac. 
make not this profeffion,& to indow us 
with certain peculiar favours, even be- 
mumy cis fore we are able co perform any parc 
™ ave of our Duty unto him. Itis the door 
whereby we enter into the Church, the 
. Gate chat lecs us inco Chrifts fold, and 
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Che ftep co fellowthip with God 
— and withhis people. Whence it was the 

V. aug Font you know ufed to be placed at 
‘he doororentrance of the Church, 
cop. 0 fignifie chat by this we come into 
the Congregation of Chrifts Difci- 

ples, but ver cthac by Baprifm we are 

brought but to the beginning of Reli- 
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sion,and muft make a further progrefs 
Co nerfeaion, till wecoms: ¢6 the holy 
nade and into ancarer communion 
with God. The Minifter likewife ufed 
to rake the Infants into his arms,to fig- 
nifie Ifuppofe , Gods receiving and 
-embracing of them with a loving 
affection. Yea,he ufedco kifs them, 
cither co fignifie that love of God to © 
them, or that they were now of that 
community and body , whom the A- 
poftle bid to falute one another with 
aboly Kifs. And allthis is fuppofed 
inthe word Pro/elytes,or Comers un- 
to God, which clearly argues fome 
relative AGion of his, which is recet- 
ving and entertaining chem gracioufly 
as thofe he will have in his favour, But | 
more particularly. | 
Secondly, Hereby God receives us 
into a ftate of pardon and forgivenefs. 
He affures us that e4dams fin fhall 
not undo us,and that every fin of our 
own fhall not exclude us out of Hea- 
_ven, but chat we fhal! have the benefit 
of Repentance, and an allowance to 
retra@t our follies, yea, and Grace fo 
to do, tf. we will make ufe of it. He 
admits us into that Covenant: of 
Grace 
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Gr0ig. 
Fhelavins 
Jb. 


 Mat.3.7. 


Grace which accepts of Repentance 
in ftead of Innocence,and Amendment 


in ftead of an unerring Obedience. 


This is one of the {pecial favours of 

the Gofpel, (which by Baptifmiscon- 
Gigned unto us, former Iniquities: 
Shall not be remembred ,and that every 


preach of our Covenant, if there bea 


real change wrougit inus, fhall not 


void it,and make it null,and ineffe@u- 


alluntous. Soin AMarki. 4. fobnis 
faid to preach the Bapts{m of Repen- 


tance for Remiffion of fia. And Ananias 
«faith, ( 22.16.) Arife,and be bap- 


tizedand Wafh away thy finss And the 
Greek Church after Baptifm, fings 
thofe words three times, Blefled us ke 
Whole iniquity x forgeven. As thofe 


-whocame ro the Baptifm of Fobn, did 


thereby receive a diftinguifhing mark - 
and character chat they (hould not be-. 


deftroyed inthe ruine of the Nation, 
(in fo much that he faith tothe Pha- 
rifeesthat defired Saptif{m, Who hath 


warned you to fice from the wrath to 


come?) So they chat are baptized into 


Chrift, do thereby receive a pledge, 
that no fin which they fland guilty of 
fhall biing the anger of God upon 

their 
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(29 )} 
their heads if chey willkeep his Co- 
venant; bur all (hall be crofled our 
which chey arecharged with, and be 
like words writin the water, that are 
obliterated and vanifhed nowhere any 
more tobe found. © | 
_ Thirdly , We receive hereby che 
_ Promife of the Spirit, che Effution of 
which is likened co the pouring out of 
water ; and fo isin Baptifm mot aptly J 
fieniBed and reprefencted. wil/ pour 
(faith the Prophet,) Waters ox bins that 
i 1s thirfty and floods upon the dry ground, 
‘ ( i.e. uponche Gentiles who were as 
awildernefs.) / pour my Spirtt 44 3, 
thy feed, and my bleffing thy Off 
[pring and they fhall [pring up as amenz 
the grafs, inwhichplacehac 
| there may be a Prediction of Baptifm, 
itis very probable, for thas much fome 
of the 7ews do acknowledge, that the 
Prophet fpeaks of Gentiles chat fhould 
be Profelyres, and called by che name 
T/frael; and we Chriftians know 
that we are etbrabams feed, and 
that this Promife hath a refpe@ ¢o the 
times of the Gofpel. Raf out of R. 
| Nathan thus gloffes upon the fifth 
. verfe: . There are four forts of Con- 
verte 
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(30) 
verts here fpoken of one fhall fay;7 ans 
(,) the Lord’, (*) chete are they chac are 
OP Profelyces of Juftice, or the moft per- 
TSI fect Converts; And another fhall call 
cep (1) himfelf by the name of jacob, (t) thefe 
5), the little Ones of the ungodly ; 
And another with bis 
) band to the Lord, || ' thele are the Pe- 
ns mrents, orthe men thatrepent, and 
bimfelf the mame of l/rae/ , 
(*) (*) chefe are the ftrangpers, thole 
char oblerved the Precepts of the fons 

of Neah, and perticularly renounced 
Idolarry,and therefore this part ofthe 

verfe is by another rendred Ow 

INT they chat fear God. Where ob- 
 ferve, that he calls one fort of thefe 
Converts the Letle ones, who 

und 

Were not thought (it feems, ) to be un- 
cap.rg.  meetto be wade member's ofa Church, 
and were not judged by cheir fathers 
admiffionto be received, but were di- 

Kindly admitted by themfelves by the 
decree(as they tell us, Jot che houfe of 

Judgemenr, And oblerve likewiie that 
$0 “by all thefe Profelytes being faid to {pring 
fof. calls as it were outof the water, ~ thefe 


the new 
pur, Ke. primal /ccwnda de Se/urvett. 

words 
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1 words may well be a Prophefi ie of 
Chriftian Baptifm, to which a promife 
of the Spirit isannexed, which is very 
well fignified by water; for aschat 
cleanfes and purifies from Glch, fo the 
Spirit of God, (called upon this ac- 
count the Holy Gboft, ) is the Sanctt- 
fier of Gods ‘oo purging and 
cleaning their hearts from all impurt- 
ties. This being therefore the great 
work of the Spirit fo well reprefented 
by water, we muft conclude, that when 
the M inifter wafheth us inGods name, 


God thereby promifech that he will 


be affiltant by the holy Ghoft, & 
© thache will fendupon us hisGrace,thac 
| we may be faved through the wathing 
| of Regeneration, and the renewing of 
the H, Ghoft. According to that of the 
| Apoftle, 1 Cor.6.11, the place before 
mentioned, But you are wafhed, bet ye 
are fanElified are jufisfied i in the 
| name of the Lord fe{us, and by the Spi- 
rit of God. Where as thofe words | In 
the name of the Lord Jefus | refers 
to being juftified. {0 thofe words 
{ By the Spirit of God , ] refers to their 
being wafhed and fanctified.So in that 
of E cap. 36.24. After 


he 


Tit. 2. 
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he had faid,7 bat be wowld [prinkle them 
with clean water, it follows as an exphi- 
cation of it 26,27. Anew beart 
will aljo give you,and aneW (pirit will 
outinto you, &c. And I willput my 
rit within you, andcauje youto walkin 
my Starutes.All which doth fufficiently 
fhew that in this Wafhing with water, 

Sure the Lord ingagrs to give the Spirit. 
vv Fourthly, We receive hereby a Pro- 
mife of Refurretion unto life 
Lhoughwe by going into the water 
av. profefsthat we are willing totake up 
wy curd the Crofs,and dye for Chrifts fake, yet 
dra 7 onGodsparts, this actionof going into, 

fer?! - and coming out of the water again, 
Mars did fignifie that he would bring fuch 
perfons to live again, That be would 


mot leavethetr fouls in grave, nor fuffer 
bis holy ometo fee corruption. And chis 

according to Chry/oftome, (a very 

Aiur t 

Judicious Interpreter, who was fo full 

of the Spirit of Sainte Paul, that he 

dreamt fometime that he appeared to 


bam, ) is the meaning of thar difficuls 
place, 1 Cor. 15. 29. Eife what foal 
" a they do that are baptized for the dead ? 
&e. i, e. for their dead bodies. Why 
mi. Go they th in Baptifm, that they 
believe 
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believe the Anitle of the Refurre Sion 
of the dead, among therelt of che 


Articles of Chriftian taith 2 Why are 


they baptized into the hope and ex- 
pectation of it,of which(fairh he )che 
Minifter gives thema fi gn or fymbole, 

TOY by the 


things themfelves that he doch.purting 
them in, and taking them out of the 
water,which is a fign of their defcend- - 


ing inco the fate of the dead,and their 
aicending up from thence, Now what 


good do they receive by Baptifm, if 


they fhali not rife agair ,buc remain al - 

wayes in the grave? lf any think ic 
harfh to render chefe words, For their 
dead bodies by thele, For the 
on of their aead bodies. (which in Bap- 
ulm we profefs to believe, ) it is Only 


for want of skillin che fhort manner 


of {peaking, which the Hebrews ule. 
And methinks they may otherwife be 
interpreted to the fame fenfe more 
plainly after chis manner, Why are they 
baptsmed forthe:r dead bodies, i i.e. for 


Rom: 3 


the benefit and profit of their dead bo- 


dies? for <2? denotes the end, which 


an Agent intends in an action, (as 
Gal. 1. 4, who gave himfelf va 74? 
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ci fome for to take away our 
have it, fins, ) and there can be noend u 
which is of our dead bodies which we can have , 
the 2M hye chat they may live again therefore 
fore., for this end we are baptized, that they 

may rife fromthe dead, which if they 
fhould nor, we fhould lofe ( faith ch 
Apofile,) che great benefit which ia 
Baptifm was configned ; and co wha 
_purpofe fhould we afe chat Rite ? 
may be replied , that have already 
mentioned many other purpofes whic 
render it fufficiently beneficial, Ba 
if it be confidered how near fina 
death are one co the other, we thal 
conclude that fo muft remiflion of fis 
‘and the refurre@tion from the ¢ 
so together, and that if che one be oo 
believed, we may eafily doubt of eh 
other or at the beft, we fhall make for 
givenelslame and very imperfe@ whik 
thisgreat pun:ifhment of fin,viz.Deatl 
remains unremoved. Lusher indet 
in his veriion of the Bible gives ant 
ther interpretation of this place, | 
furable to my prefent difconrfe, whid 
is grounded Di/beirus chinks upon thi 


pra@tife mentioned of Baprrzing 
the places whiere the Martyrs wer 
| interrel 
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“pterred. The fenfe whereof is this, 


‘(as one that underftands the language, | 
interprets itto me, ) Wheat meaw they 
to be baptized (Uber Den Toden, \over 
the dead?T o [irengthen({aith in 


‘his glofs upon the words, ) Or confirm 
the Refurreition; they uled to baptize 


Chriftians [ Uber den Toden grabern, | 
over the graves of the dead, the inten- 


tion whereof Was to (hewthat the fame, 
the very [elf fame perfon fhonld 


again. But I doubt we fhall nor find 
thac cuftom fo antient as Sc. 
days, wherein there had been but few 
Martyrs, and therefore wave it,think- 
ing che other more clear and proper.If 
any one like it,then from both we may 
conclude, chacthe waters of Baptifm 
are likethe waters of hesven, which 
falling upon the dry earth, and the 
dead roots of plants, makes them 
{pring forth,and live again. Ic gives us 
affurance, chat we (hall not alwayes | 
fleep in our duft, but fhall fpring ap 
and flourifh ina becter foil, even che 
Garden of God, never todie , or wi- 
ther any moré. And Circumcifion 
not to have been without this 
fignification nether, for they ufed to 

caft 
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caft the fore-skin cut off intoa veffe 


circumcifed perfon did renounce the 
Devil and his lufis, by whofe impulfe, 
finned, and fo died, and was 
V. foleph- turned again into duft; and chat he did , 
cafe away all that evil concupifcence, 
é leg. Div. 

cap7. by which death came into the world, 
hoping chat chat being buried, he 
fhouldatrain the Refurrection of che 
body ,and liveagain. To which pur- 
pole a very antient book (the Zobzr ) 
applies a place in?ob, whch fhews , 
though notthe fenfe of che Scripture, 
yer cheir fenfe of Circumcifion, Job 19. 
26. In my flesh foall fee God , i.e. by 
Circumefion ( which was the Cove- 
nant of Godin their flefh, ) come to 
immortal lie. And arradition they 
havecorhis purpofe, That when aman 
is figned with this holy mark , he 1s 

| made worthy of the vifion of God. 
4 called by Divines a feal of all thefe 
things i.e. a Rite whereby the Cove- 
nant between God and us is confirii- 
ed, whereby we affure God of our fi- 
delity, andhe affures us that’as cer- 
tainly as our bodies are wathed with 
water ,focertainly will he give us of his 
ry Grace, 


full of duft,to fignifie it is like,that che 
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_ Grace,& if we perform our undertak- 
ing, continually affift us with the holy 
Spirit,pardon our fins,deliver us from 
the power of the Devil fave our fouls, 
and at laft raife our bodies out of the 
grave, and make them {piritual and 
| immortal, and unite both body and — 
foul together ineternal Glory. That 
conditional Covenant of Grace and 
Mercy that was fealed before indefi- 
nitely by Chrifts blood, isnowfealed — 
by Baptifm to this particular perfon 

which receivesit. 1 herefore, 
-Sixthiy, The fum ofall ischat here- 
by we are regenerated and born again. 
It isthe Sacrament of the new birth , 
by which we are put into a new {tate, 
and change all ourrelgtions, fo that 
whereas before we were only the 
Children of Adam, we are now taken 
to be the Children of God. fuch of 
whom he will havea fatherly care, and 
be indulgent and mercifull unto. We 
have now arelation likewife to Chrift 
as our Head, and toche holy Ghoft 
asthe Giver of lifeand grace. Yea, 
herein he grants remiflion of fin, and 
we are fandtified, and fet apart ro his 
ules, We being hereby given to him, 
D 3, and 
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and he accepting of us, do become bis 


pofleition and proper goods, and can- 


not without being guilty of the foul 
eft Robbery fin againft God. We are 


made hercby the Temples of the Holy 


Ghoft, the place where he,and nothing 


elfe is toinhabice ; and being by this 
—confecrated co him, he Iikewife then 


enters upon his pofieflion, and we are 


‘faid thereby co receive the holy Ghoft; 


fo thacif we run into fin, we defile lis 
houfe, and commit the greatelt pro- 


tanefs and impiety , and may be faid 


very truly co dodefp.ce toche Spirit 
of God whereby we were fanctified. 
Socrates in Plato well faich, that every 
man is by his-birth, nis 
Stols, One of Gods freckolds, and there 
fore concludes it isas unlawfulj fora 
man to kill humfelf, asa fervant to ron 


from his Mafter, feeing he is not 


his own goods, nor can difpofe of his 
life according to his picafure. In thé 
fecond birth God is feized again of us, 
he owns us ina f{pecial manner for his 
Children, and we may not without 
committing a double murder fio 


againfi him, and may be called cwice 
dead if wedo, becaufe in Baptifm are 
che 
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the bepinnings of anew life, and the 
Spirit of life takes hold of us, and as 


far as is agreeable to our age and con- 


dition we are renewed by the Holy 
Ghof. For Baptifm being a beginning 


of our performance of our duty, God | 


doth likewife in it begin proportiona- 


bly co make good his promife.Wemay 


callit therefore with Cyprian, Geneta- 
ls unda, agua falutaris, the Laver 


of Regeneration;feeing as the Apoftle 


faith, 1 Cor. 12.13. By one /pirit we 
are all baptized into one body, Gre. 
whereby he intimates that the Spirie 


of God doth accompany this water , 


and therefore we muft be in a fore 
made other Creatures, I fee nocaufe 


to leave this antient language which 


may have a very good fenfe, and none 
1 fuppofe will deny but thatat leafta 
Relative change is hereim made, and fo 
much Grace and Favour is conferred, 


we ftand upon better terms then 


Apolog. 2. 
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meer nature did inflate usin. fu/tin my 


Martyrtelating the manner how 
Chriftians were made, ( that the Hea- 
thens might not he offended fo much 


ter. When men are perfwaded of the 


i D 4 | things 
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artheir Religion, ) {peaks of this mat- 
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things thit weteach, and promifeto 
live accordingly, they faft, and pray, 
and beg of God remifsion of fin, and 
then we bring chemtothe water, and 
fo they are born again after the fame 
manner that We were regenerated : 
tothishe appiyesthat place, 794.3. 5. 


Except amas bebernagsin, All 


“Li. pa AN. 
cap.7, 


things feem to grow ou: of water, and 
i¢ wasnotunfitly made by one of the 
antient wife men, che firft Principle of 
all, fo that it may well fignife another 
birth anew plantation in a better foil, 
which is watered by daily dews and 
fhowers of Gods heavenly Grace; 
and in it we may be faid to have 
changed our ’arents, and all ourre. 
lations ,fo as afcer a manner to become 
new Creatures. If Clemens Alex, 
his reading of chat place, AZat. 3. 17. 
be right one would chink chat Chrift 
was by Baptifm admitted to his office, 
and had akind of a rew birth init, 
Thom art my beloved Sou, this day have 
begotten thee, t.e.now havel appoint- 
ed thee to thy office, now of the Sonof 
fofeph as thou arr efteemed , I declare 
thee the Sonof God, and make chee. 
iny Vicegerent. That which was per- 
| fectly 
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fedly done at the Refurrection ( to 


was beguo and done in fign at. Bap- 


 fcended upon him, and anointedhin 


firft owned him openly for his 


‘which thofe words, 7 bis day bave I be- 
gotten thee are applyed, A@.13.33.) 


tifm,when the Holy Ghoft likewife de- 


unto his office. And fo in after times 
they ufed ro anoint the baptized per- 
fon with oyl,coreprefent, { fuppofe, 


that God took him to be bis Son, and 


did beftow upon him the Holy Spiric. 
But becaule (/emens muft be thought | 
to have expreffed rather the fenfe,then. 
the very words chat were fpoken, let 
us confider only what fucceeded our 


Saviours Baptifm , and it will tellus 


thys much,that at chac cime it wasethae 


Son, andit may well teach us thatin 
Baptifm God takes us co be bis Chil- .B27725- 
dren, we are received upder his fha- 
dow, are,and (hall be indued with this 
Holy Spirit, according as it follows in pone 
him. Chrift was our Exe 
emplar or Pattern ; and being 
tized, ave suminated ; and being 
nated,We are made fons ; and being made °4°%7* 


 font,we are compleated , and being com- 


pleated, we are made immortal. There is 
nothing | 
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nothing wanting after we are baptized 


to the injoying the whole of this , but 
that we be faithfullin Gods Covenant, 
and follow the condu& of Gods illu- 


minating and holy Spirit, till we be 
made Poffeffors of that Immortalrty, 
unto which in Baptifm we have a Title 
given us. The antient Chriftians 
-fpeak of high Illuminations , where- 
withall God pleafed chen to grace 
Baptifm ; [ make no queftion but 


they fpeak as they felt, andthatthey 


talk not of a ftrange chamge chen 
wroughe which never was ; burif any 
fay, that thofe great Communications 
of the Holy Ghoft were proper co 
thac time when Chrift did moft nota- 
bly atteftco the Truth of his own In- 
fticutions for the conviction of Unbe- 
hevers,I chink fo alfo: for young plan- 
tations needed larger effufions of the 
heavenly dews to water and cherifh 
them. But yet wemay conccive that 
there may be ftill fome operations of 
fpiric in mens hearts at Baptifm, 
though fecret S&infenfible unto us;and 
I protefs my felf one of thofe that la- 
bour to believe very highly of Chrifts 
prefence with allhis own ordinances ; 


though § 


| 
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though if any cannot favour this, I 
will not contend ,nor fight in the dark, 
but defire the other things may be en- 
tertained which arecertain, and chen 
there will be fufficient ground to chink 
thatic is not indiffercne,whether we be 
baptized orno; and thac it 1s nota 
naked Ceremony that neither doth 
good norharm, as fome men feem to 
{peak again the conftant fenfe of the 
peopleof God. | = And thus much 
_may fuffice concerning my thoughts: 

of the firft particular, wherein you 
have hed a {hort account of the intent, 
ufe and benefit of Baptifm. It remains 
thactl {peak a few words of the other 
two particularsin the text,and fhew ia | 
the fecond place, 


2.Who are the perfons tobe baptized ? 


The Text will nog let us doube but 
allthofe who are willing co embrace 
Jefus as the Chrift, and the Son of the 
living God, and to give themfelves up 
to his inftru@tion and teaching, are thus 
to be initiated and entred into his Re- 
gion. Only itis fcrupled, «whether 

thofe that cannot exprefs fuch a wil- 
lingnels, 


/ 


\ 
t 


lingnefs, mormake any figns of ic are 


fy co be admitted andcherefore all 


fants are by fome excluded from thefe 
waters,as fubjects uncapable, either to 


make any fuch profeflion and ingage. 


ment, orreceive from God any fuch 
benefit. | 

This point hath been fo fifcted even 
cothe very bran, thace cannot chink 
mine eyes fo acute as todifcecn any 
tittle Argument co lic fill negieted 


‘that I fhould be able co boult our. The 


_ cuftom of che Church hath been plead- 
ed, whichis accounced the beft Intec- 
preter of a doubrfull law; And che 
Scriptures have been fearched in thele 
late times ( more I think then.ever ,) 
by many learnedAuthors in every ones 
hands, and to fuch excellent purpofe, 
thac if I were ableto plead the Infants 


title ftrongly, my defence might be 


{pared, 


I will therefore brief difmifsthis 


head with chefe four confiderations. | 
 Firft, That if there were any In- 
fants in this perfons family,it is certain 
they were baptized for he wash aptized, 
Aeyandallhis. doubtfull indeed, 
whether there were any or no; yet itis 
confi. 


) 
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confiderable (efpecially in conjan@ion 


B with other Arguments, ) chat neither 


here, nor any where elfe in the whole 
Scripture are they excepted, (and itis 
fcarce to be thoughe chart all of che 
families baptized were withour In. 
fants, ) nor is there one word that 
tends to the excluding of them from 
Baptifm. Bae, | 
Secondly! confider that Infants are. 
capable to be ingaged and profeffed, — 
and likewife to, be received into che 
Grace and favour of God. FL ie 
Baptifm may be looked oneitheras 
afign of what we aretro beinour fu- 
ture courfe, and what God hath done, 
and will do for us,and fo all muft gran 
that Infants are as capable as others to 
receive ic; -or fecondly, As a feal of 
the truth of God, under which notion 
we ordinarily conceiveir ,andehen they 
are as capable likewife as grown men 
to have any ching conveighed and — 


fealed unto them, upon fuch conditi- 


ons afterwards to be performed; or 
thirdly, As an Obligation whereby we 
are tyed to perform chofe conditions ; 
and fourthly, Asa priviledge where- 
by wearec aQually inftated into fome 

Favours: 


Favours and Injoyments, and if any 
affirm that inthefe two regards they 
are uncapable, lecthem remember that 
Children may be bound by deeds 
drawn up and fealed between two per- 
fons before they underftand any ching 
at all,and that a Child may be crown. 
edin che Cradle , and it will ftand 
cood to allpurpofes. A Parent may 
contra& withGod on his childs behalf, 
no otherwife then a © uardian doth in 
the behalf of a minor or oneunder age, 
“which he cannot afterward retrad 
when he is out of his Pupillape with 
out injuftice, and being lyable coche 
Law, if thecontracé be judged to be 
to his behoof and benefit. As in che 
Interpretation of Law that isan A@ 
of the Pupil, or child which is done in 
its name, and for its good by his Tutor. 
or Guardian ; fo may God be pleafed 

acioufly and favourably to accept 
of chis Act of the Parent laying fuch 
an Obligation upon the child, and in- 
terprec it for thechilds own A@ and 
_ Deed, fo conferring bis graces upon it, 

and expe@ing performance of laich 
and Obedience, and looking upon it 
as fo ingaged, that ic fhall be Peres 

ai 


? 
t 
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felves from him, and convert them- 


{aid to break a Vow and Covenant, if 


‘it fin againft him. And this will fill be 


clearer from a third confideration. 
Thirdly, ThatChildren are inthe pow- 
er of the Parent, and they have a Fus 
or Right unto them, fo as theyhave 
to any other things that are their pro- 
per goods. They may therefore make 


an offering of them to God,and dedi- 


cate chem to his ufes, as well as Land 


or Money;and there is no queftion 


God will accept of them as of any 
thing elfe thac they confecrate to him, 
and take them for his portion, fo that 
ic fhall be a facrilegious for thele 
Infants hereafter cto alienate them-— 


felves to the ufesand fervice of any 
This the Denyers of infant-Bap- 


tifm cannot deny,that itis very fit Pa- 
rents fhould by folefan prayers and 


profeffion devote and confecrate their 


_ children toGod and make an open ob- 


lation of them before all co his fervice, 
only they would not have ie done by 


wathing with water, which isas much 


as togrant that they would have tlic 
thing done, bur not the Capmany: or 
Like 


Mar.28. 
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Rite ufed, and chat they are capable of 


che ching fignified but not of the fign, | 
of the greater matter, but not of the 
lefs, and as it fecms to mecthey makea 


Controverfie where there need be 
none, forif they are to be devoted to 
God, Baptifm being che way wherein 
we devote our felves cohim and being 


fo tignificanct of our Dory it ts the 


cet way wherein to devote our Chil- 
dren co his ufe. 

~ Fourthly, Chrift may well be con- 
ceived to inclade them when he bids 
his Difciples Go and baptize all Nati- 
onsin the name of the Father, cc. tor 
that was nomore then acommillion 
to go and make Profelytes,and ingage 
them by Baprifm in © brifts Keligion. 
Now 1 inuumated before chac there 
were young ftrangers admirted by che 
Jews, é.e. Infants or dittle Ch ldren 
were made Prdfelytes to their way of 
Worfhip, and icis plain thac all were 
baptized into Afofes in the [ea andin 
the cloud, both old and young, the Ja- 
fants as well as the grown men pafled 
through che water ,and were all cover- 
ed with the cloud, and likewife Favo- 


‘res (wat ampliandé, Where none are 


cepted, 


3 
J 
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cepted, favours and benefits are to be 
inlarged unto all; and co {pare further 
labour of a long difcourfe,lec me only 
remember you how A7Zo/fes did take 
the Children into Covenant with 
God, as wellas the reft, Dewt.29.10, 
—11yi2. You fland this day all of yor 
before the Lord your God your Captains 
cf your Tribes, your Elders, and your 
Officers, With all the men of Ifrael, your 
litle Ones, your wives, &C. that thow 
\houldeft enter into Covenant With the 
Lord thy Ged, and sxto bis cath Which 
the Lordthy God maketh'with thee this 
day. Why fhould we noc then chink 
thac che Mediatour of the new Cove: — 
nance did include thefe little Ones, as 
well as others inthat univerfal expref- 
fion, and that he would have them 
enter into Covenant with God? f any 
ask why our Saviour did nor then ex- 
orcfly mention them? the Anfwer will 
be eafic, Thatcthere was no need for 
him to exprefs every particular fub-- 
je@ of Baptifm, feeing it was fo well 
known before by the common pra@ie 
eof the Jews , and by the former Co- 
venane, and therefore bis chief intent 
in shofe words was to tell them in 


| 


what manner and form they fhould 
now baptize, viz. in the name of the 
Father, Son and H. Ghoft, which had 
not been yet ufed, but now was tobe 
every where practifed. I have no mind 
to add more, but befeech the Lord, 
that all thofe who difpute againt In. 
fant-baptifm, may behave themfelves 
like men baptized and remember that 
humility, modefty and 
of {pirit are great Doctrines in the 
Chriftian {chool , and that if fo many 
ood and learned men have erred ( a: 
they chink, )chen fo may they. — 

A few words concerning the third 
seneral Head of our difcourfe, may 
perhaps lend a litele further light to 
this bufinefs, and manifeft chat there is 
por fo much required as fome ima 
gine, to qualifie and capacitate a per- 
fon for Baptifm. ror. : 
2. 'tisfaid here that Braight 
way, immediatly , without any further 
proof he was baptized. If you look 
back, you fhall find that Pan/ and Si- 
las being clofe Prifoners ac Philippi 
there was about mid-nighe a grea 
Earth-quake, that made both the Pri- 
fon and the Jaylor alfo fhake, and 
opened 
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opened boththe doors of the Prifon, 
and of the heart of the Keeper ; for 
this flrange trembling of the earth, 
it isvery likely caufed him to appre- 


hend thac thefle were divine perjons, 


for whom fuch a wonder was 


wrought, and fo to come trembling 
before them,and inquire what he muk 


doto be faved? They told him, char 
he moft lieve on the Lord |efus,and 
accordingly fpake co him the Word 


the Lord, i.e. proved co him that Ver! 31, 
Jefus was the Son of God, and cangbe: 


men the true Religion,and way co life. 


The very fame hour be rook them , 
and wafhed their ftripes, and then 


was wafhed himfclf in the name of 


By chie ic will appear, that chough 


a Profeffico of laith be required, vet 
nota diltinct belief of every thing in 


Chrifts Religion, for that could notin 
the {pace of an hour be comprehend- 


ed; He therefore baving a general 
_ knowledge that Jefus was the Son of 
God, and a Teacher fent from Hea-" 


ver to do men great good, and pro- 


fefling a readinefs to be taught by 


him, was received by Baptifm into 


Verf. 


32. 
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Chrifts fchool tolearnof him. Thar 
fuch a knowledge, together with are- 
opentance of their fore-paft evil life, 

did fufficiently qualifie for Baptifm, 
you may fee by confulting thefe 
places, Afts 2. All the Sermon of 
the Apoftle tends to no other pur- 

pofe, but to prove that Jefus whom 
‘they crucified was the promifed feed , 

which he demonfrates refur- 
rection, and the effedts of it, chat 
abundantly declared he was made 

Lord and Chrift. Verfe 36. When. 


this was cleared to them, their hearts | 


were pricked, tothink what they had 
done, and he exhorts chem to repent 
of ir,andreceive Baptifm which three 
thoufand of them immediatly did, as 
you read verfe 41. And continued 
fhedfafily in the eApoftles Doéttrine. 
Ver fe 42.4.e. learning of that Religion, 
to ioc they faw fo much reafon to 
addict themfelves. So 8.35. We 
findthat Philip preached Jefus to the 
 Eunach, and required only this profef- 


fion of him. Verfe 37. That hebe- 
lieve With all his beart , that 


the Son of God, and then he went down 
into the Water With kim, and baptized 
him. 


t 

t 
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him. And again, cap.18.5- 
was preffed in fpirit, dnd ceftified co 
the Zews, chat Jefus was Chrift ; and 
then verfe8. Crifpus believed on the — 
Lord, with bis whole houfe, and many of 
the Corinthians hearing , believed , and 
were baptized.So inall other places,you 
will find chere was fo little be- 
tween cheir preaching and grass. 
that they could not well be caug 
more then this, that he was the Mef- 
fiah,or Chrift that was expefted, and 
that all muft be obedientto him. So 
that this wafhing did admit them, and 
ingage them to be his Difciples, to be 
taught, and inftru&ted by him, and to 
learn the way of God perfectly which 
they could not but believe he would — 
acquaint them withall, being a mef- 
fenger fentby Goduntothem. And 
this is moft plainly intimated in the 
words of that commiffion Chrift de- 
livereduntothem. 19,20. 
Go andteach, or difciple all Nations, 
cec. Where there are two teachings, 
the one before, the other after Bap- 
cifm, the firft can be no more thena 
perfwafion of them to become the 
Difciples of Chrift,and put chemfelves 


e 


into his fchool becaufe he was the Son 
of God; and chen after they were 
baptized, follows a more accurate and 
full inftru&ion of them in all the parts 
of their Duty, which is meant by thofe 
words, Side aris Oc. Teaching 
them toobferve allthings whatfoever 
havecommanded you, Where the word 
-forteaching isdifferent fromthac inche 
former verfe, (“«Su7ivow 7, ) and fig- 
nifies alarger knowledge of Chrifts 
Doctrine which they had ingaged 
themfelves co obferve, being affured 
che Son of God could teach them no- 

thing the Truth. 
And this I cake co be the reafon 
why fo many fell off again from this 
 profeflion, when the difpleafing Do- 
Arines of Chrift came to be pradifed. 
They had not confidered what ic 
would coft chem to be Chriftigns, but 
only as I faid,were in general convinc- 
ed, that he was Gods Son, and chat 
they mu be his Difciples,and fo chey § 
liked no longer to be his followers, 
when their carnal Interefts came co be © 
touched, and when they faw that he 
was fuch a Mafter as would notlet 
them have their own will, nor 
thes 


(35) 

this prefent world,nor( in one word, ) 
ferve two Malters, God and their 
Mammon too. Though they didin 
ofs (asl faid,) profefs to forfake 
their fins, and lead a holy life, yee 


when they came to be informed in the 


particulars of felf-denial, and fuch 


hard Ieffons,they.returned rather with 


the dog co the vomit, and the wafhed 
fow tothe wallowing in che mire. 

That I may put an end to this Dif- 
courfe, let me fhew you a little bow it 
will be ufefull to you, and have an In- 
fluence upon practife, and if you be 
believing,and obedient, fhall be con- 
fident 1 have not made you mifpend 
an hour in perufing what I have re- 
prefented. 


—Ufe 1, 


Ake notice of the sreat Wifdom 


of our Lord,that chough he have 
Jefe as an outward Ceremony ftillin 
his Church, yer it is fuch an one, that 
fignifies not one thing, but the whole 
Religion, and not only fignifies, but 


2Pet.2,22. 


ingages us unto our duty. You bave | 


feen 


| 
. 
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feen that Baptifm expreffeth the 


whole Covenant of Grace between 


God and us,and whereas the Jews had 


feveral Rites and ufages, co fet forth 


and reprefent feveral duties , 
hath tefe us only chis, ( topether with 


the Bread and Wine in the other Sa- 
crament, ) which are'fuch as are eafie 
to be had and to be practifed, and are 
-fimple, plain, & eafie to be underftood, 

and do alfo fhew us our whole Duty, 
and likewife lay Ingagements upon 
usto perform it, fothat we cannot 
ufe either of them but thereby we are 
bound to be wholly Gods, and intirely 


— devoted to his fervice. And therefore; 


| 


2 
Erondly Let me Arongly 


to take heed to yottr felves, and your 
wayes according to his Word. You 
are al! baptized into Chrift and ehere. 
by you have put onChrift, you have 
fo'emaly ingaged your felves ro live 


righteoufly,foberly,and podlily inchis 


prefent evil world ; and as the Apoftle 


faich 


with you in che behalf of God, | 


] 
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faith of Circumcifion,fo I fay to you, 
I teffifie to every man that ss baptized , 
that he 1 a Debtor to obferve the whole 
Gofpel. What then have you todo 
with che Devil whom you have re- 
nounced ? Why are you fo in love’ 
with the world, which you have for- 
faken, and from which you are divorc- 
ed? Why are you fo tender of the inte- 
refts of the flefh, which you promifed © 
to mortifie, and crucifie together with 
Chrift ? What is che reafon chat you 
renounce Chrift in your lives,as if you 
were afhamed of his profeffion hie 
Is Baptifm but acold Ceremony ? 
ot do youthink the wafhing of the — 
fieth will favé you? Not only che A- 
poftle confutes you, 1 but 
you fhall hear your felves puttofi- 
lence out of the mouth ofavery few, - | 
He that believeth not as be ought (faith 
the Author of the book, Nitzachon,) 
bis Circumcifion doth not make bim.a V. Joleph. 
Jew, but bethat doth believe aright, de ee Voy fin 
wajlew, though be be not circumcsfed. 
Qae would not expect fuch language 
feom them that glory in Cireumcifion: 
but God hereby thames fuch 
thac in Baptifm , as 


hey 
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Exo.6.12. 
Jer.6. 10. 
Jer-9.26. 


| 
they did in Circumcifion,though they — 
be not the followers of faithfull A- 


brabam. As as their ears, and 


tongue, and heart were uncircumcil- 
ed, (for of all chofe we read, ) their 
fore-skin remained, and aslong as our 
thoughts, and words, and wayes are 
impure,we are in effe@ unbaptized. 

If then outward Baptifm will not 


fave , why do you not cleanfe your 
felves from all filchinefs both of flefh 


&fpirit,and perfe& holinefs in the fear 


of Ged? Do you notat all value the 


Promifes of God ?Isit no favour to be 
his Children, to have forgivenefs of 


fins, and aninheritance among thofe 
that are fan@ified through faith 2 Or 


is thete @ny other way wherein thefe 


can be attained ? Can you find a fhor- 


ter cut to heaven by fome other paf- 


fage? Affure your felves that thereis 
no other Covenant whereby to par- 
take of thefe promifes, but that Co- 
venant which is configned by Baptiim, 
whereby we ftand ingaged to the 
performance of fuch Duties as oar 
Saviour doth require. We fhall mi- 


ferably flacter and abufe our felves , 


if weimagine to come to Heaven any 


other 


other way then through the Cove- 
nant of Baptifm, wherein we promife | 
to forfake all the enemies of God,and — 
co adhere and cleave to him faithfully 
and loyally againft all che perfwafions — 
and temptations of the devil, world 
and flefh ; and therefore unlefs wecan 
thew anew Gofpel, and be baptized 
over again by the appointment of 
God, and obrain fome eafier , and 
more pleafing conditions, let us arm — 
our felvesagainft,and bid defiance un- 
tothem, and refolve that no luft thall 
efcape with its life. What, are chou a 
Chriftian and as fond of the pleafures 
of the world asa Pagan? aslothto 
difpleafe ghe fiefh , as if thou hadtt 
initiffed inthe impure Myfteries 
of the heathen ;as covetous,asif thou 
waft anIdolater, and did worfhipa 
god of Gold ? as icuiual, beafily, de- 
vilifh in chy affections , paffions and 
converfation, as it thou waft fome 
black Africas, and hadit never 
inlightned ?Oh | Do not live as if thou 
hadft been baptized in che Devils 
name,and worn to be his 
man, and entered a Proteftation — 
againk God and Chrift, and aii come 
| | munign 


‘ 


(60) 


manion withHeaven. Olive not T . 
 befeeeh you, asif ie were your Reli- 
gion for tofin; as if you had been: 
baptized inaditch, and wafhed with 
puddle water, and had profeffed ro be. 
as dirtily and bafely imployed,as ever. 
youwere able. "Did your Baptifm 


fignifie that you fhould be drowned 
in drink, chat you (hould be buried 


vilely and covetoufly in che earth,that 
you fhould rife and liftup your head 


again{t heavea,that you fhould fillthe 


air with oaths & blafphemies,and noy- 


fom {peeches;and that you fhould de- 
fie God, and all above ? No, the Devil 
himfelf durft not urge a Witch to 
make fuch a Covenant with@im ; aad 
therefore his Arc and SubMity is co 
make men live afcer this prophane 
fore, though they make nor fucha 


profeffion: and he labours to baptiz: 


and drench their fouls in chis belief, 


that the Covenant of Grace fignifies 


allon Gods part,nod nothing at allon 
‘theirs, They are even iwallowed up 


in thele conceits, thatthey thall enjoy | 


pardon, grace and falvation, and be 
priviledged from wrath to come ; and 
inche meantime, take care only co do 
as they pleafe, to live Zisv,(as the 


Heathens 
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Heathens phrafeis,) « moift , foft and 
delicate life, and to {wim to Heaven in 
rivers of pleafure,and carnal delights. 
What {warms and herds of followers 
 fhould aman bave that went abour, 
and preached fuch a Baptifm forthe | 
commiffion of fins? but there isno 
need any one fhould do the Devil 
that fervice, for the Baptifm of Cbrift 
is made one of his myfteries, and all 
our preaching cannot root out -this 
belief that Chrift will be che Author of 
cternal falvation tothem that do not 
obey him. But ’tis as clear as che Lighr, 
thataCovenantisbetweentwo perions, 
and both are ingaged co fome perfor- 
mances; and chat God is no otherwifle 
bound in this baptifmal Covenant , 
then we are bound alfo : and chat he 
gives pardon upon no other conditi- 
ons but thefe , thar we forfake the - 
Devil, the World, and ali che lufis of 
the fiefh. If we therefore renounce 
this part,then we difcharge him of all 
that be hath promifed. Andthetrath | 
itis very ridiculous to imagine, that 
God fhould us there clean, that 
ever after we might be as foul aswe 
pleafe, Asif a A4ufcovian 
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{pits upon the ground withindig- 


nation, when he renounces the Dewi | 
in Baptifmthould prefently fall down, | 

and fick it upagain. Or, as if one 
fhould put 6n a Garment of light, be 
clad with a white robe, chat he might 
fweep chimnies,and rake in kennels,or 
lead dung carts about the ftreets. If 


we be the Children of the Lighe, then 


—“~ we mufthave no fellowfhip with the 


uofroirfull works of darknefs, nor be- 
mire our felves in the filth and dirt of 
the world. If we be Chrifts Difciples, 
we muft not only make a face and {pit 
when we hear the Devil named, but 
we muft abhor his works, and defie all 


his filthy lufts, and have our very fto- 


mack rife atallthat comes from helf. 


- And fo men would , were they not 


jugled incoa belief thar they defie the 
Devil, while he embraces them in his | 
arms. I remember a {tory in the life 


Mw Of a Remifh Religions, bow that fhe 
yia Mac- Thould fee one day ina vifion the foul 
datena de of a finner. dragced to hell, and be- 


Path. 


yond the mercy of putgatory, for xot 


having in account the [piritual trea- 


fures of the Church, but de/pifing both 
induloences, avd all other graces Which 


fit 
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: foe grants ber Children. So doth the 


Devil labour co nurfe in menorhearts a 
perfwafion chat outward things can 
fave them, and thar he candocthem no. 
harm, if they be baptized, keep the 
Church , fay their prayers, and re- 
ceive the Miniflers ble fling ,which is all 
they think chat Baptifm ingages them 


unto, andthey make the fame ufe of 


Chrift, that others do of the Pope, 
thinking to buy a pardon (¢ ifthey 
have not one already,) -by the profef- 
fion of fucha holinefs, asthe Devil, if 
he were incarnate, need not be afraid © 
of, but might fwear he would main- 
cain. what pirty is it, chat Chrift 
fhould be thus abufed, and his Inftitu- — 
tions perverted , and fouls undone, 
when it is fo plain,what he would have 


usto dochat we may be faved ! 


— But will not fome little fprinklings 
of holinefs ferve the turn, may fome 


2? May we not allow fome place for 


felf-pleafing, and gratifie our own de- 
fires fometimes, feeing we wallow not 
alwayes in filthinefs ? No, Baptifm, 
though only upon the face, fignifies 
the wafhing of the whole man from 


fpiritual pollutions, and though only 


> 


4 an. 4. 
way. 


once adminiftred, puts usinto a ftate 


of purity, which muft not willingly © 
admit of any defilement. And let thofe 
men know chat have their good 
moods, their cold fits of Repentance, 


and their bot fits of zeal, thacule Re- 


ligion as the Japijis do holy water, 


when they are entring into the 


_ Church, and going to perform fome 


cap.t, 


of moft Chriftiens amongtt 


devotion “thar Chrilt owns no fuch 


Ditciples. They were not baptized 


injuke.warm water but were ingaged 


ina ftste of mortification, and entred 


into Chrifts desth, and he expects a 


conitant performance of obedience. 
There were a people in that 


were wathed but three times in all | 


their lives, at their berth, at cheir mar- 
riage, & act their death, And chey may 


us, who in their Infancy are wafhed in 


‘Chrifts nam, and then perbaps 


againft {ome folemntime, when the 


Sacrament of the Lords Supper is 


near, they begin to pur away their 


fins, and perhaps baptize themfelves 
in tears, and deck upthemielves, 


though they would meet the. Eride- 
croom,and be msrried unto him; end 
| of 
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of this you thall hear no more, ( unlefs 
at fuch atimeaschar,) till death tell 
them chat he can flay no longer, and 
fome ficknefs arrefts them, then they 
begin to flubber and cry, to fighand | 
groan, asif by tears they could wath 
away their guilt, and by a few fighs 
and good wifhes, blow away the black © 
cloud of wrath that hangs over cheir 
heads. They make Religion to be a few 
rong pangs of devotion at certain 
times of their life , and Chrift to be 


pleafed with any thing, glad of any 
company, and heaven to be an empty 


void place that wants Inhabitants, 
much like tothe new found world, 
whiher we fend the moft rafcal peo- 
ple. But Chrift will thorely sppear to 


che world, co confure all fuch men, 
and hewill drench them in feas of fire; 


the floods of his wrath (hall over- 
whelm them, wy fhajl never rife 
again. 

But is there fach great danger then, 
may forme fay? Will not © od be fome- 
thing more favourable co us chen 
other men, and will nor the waters of 
Bapti(m ‘little quench and cool the 


flames ? | 
Coo} 
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Coolthem? No, they will be like 
water upon lime, which will make it 
burn the hotter, Even this will be 
pleaded againk you,thatyouwerebap- 
tized. If a Sonldier fworn to Ce/ar 
fhould forfake bis Camp, and fie co 
the ks, would he not be punifhed 
more thon a flranger when he was 
taken,and iuffer as a falle and treache- 
rous tellow,asa Run-agate,anda 
jured perion? Who would ‘admit of © 
fuch a plea tromhiumouth? I amano 
foriworn Wreich, | never denyed Ce- 
far, ror renounced my Allegiance to 
bim. no man ever heard me {peak a 
word againit bim: Mighe it mot cas. 
fily be returned to him, but thou didft 
deny him in thy AGions. thou haf 
more then forfwornhim , for thou 
haft fought againft him. sea, thou 
haft joined with a Tyrant, with the 
sreatelt enemy the Emperor bath,and 
che fworn foe of all Chriftians; if fuch 
a Fellow fhould live, who fhould die? 


Whatisthe Ax and the Gibbet made | 


for, if not for fuch crayterous Vil- 
lains ? The Gailows would think 
much, if chou thouldft be reprieved.. 
readeft thy own cafe, O Chri- 

thou liveft in fin,and fident with 


the 


‘ 
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the Devil, and takeft thy fhare with 
world;whom thou hatt renounced 
inword,buc not in deed Whatthough 
— thou doft not call the Lord Chritt a 
Deceiver >What though thou doft nor 
revile the holy name whereby we are 
called ? thou dofi a great deal worfe , 

— thou bendeft all thy forces thou haft 
apainft him,asif he werea thief anda 


} Robber, thou laboureft to deftroy bis. 


Kingdom, thou trampleft under foot 
_ the blood of the Covenant, and mak- 
eft Chrift unto thee of none effe@. — 
Which is the worft enemy, he ethac 
fpeaks thee fair, and witha kifs fabs 
theeto the heart ? or he that bids thee 
ftand upon thy guard, and declares 
himfelf refolv’d againft thy life? I 
will afflure you 7urks are not fuch 
enemies to Chrift, as chofe that pre- 
tend to him, ard yet do him all the de- 
fpighe they. can intheir lives. Better 
hadit heen for them that fome band 
— of fouldiers had ravifhed them frem 
their mothers breafts, and lifledthem 
under Aduhomet: banners betrerhad 
it been for them to have been Janiza- 
ries. then to own and acknowledge © 
the Chriftian Profeffion, and live fo 
F 2 
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prophanely without Godinthe world. 

Heathens may fin at acheaper rate 
then we,becaufe chey ncver made any 
fuch Promife unto God. T bey may do 
evil with a better front , and more 
confident countenance, that never re- 
ceived any fuch mark in their fore- 


head. But a Chriftian face which is 


befprink'ed with clean warer in che 
name of Chrift, fhould blufh ( me- 
thinks, ) at any impurity ; and the 
mark of Chrift that is upon him 
fhould make him more modeft then 


tofio, Bur if be will befmearbimfelf 


again,and have the impudence to out- 
face Chrift , he fhall pay dearly for it. 
For he breaks his vow to God, and 
thereby comes under the curfe which 


annexed co the Covenant,as well as 
_ the Promife. And all chefe cerrible 


Revy.21.8. 


threatnings of Chrift whichin baptifm 
he promifed to believe, as well asany 
other Word ofGod ,fhall all fall upon 
his head,and he fhall be caft intoa lake 

indeed, but it is a Jake burning wi:h fire | 
and brimftone. Better had ir been for 


-fuch an one, if be had been drowned 


of the Church, ighad been better for 


in the font, or entred into the gates of 
death, when he entred into che gates 


him, 


| 
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him, if he had been branded with a hot 
iron in his fore-head, or fcalding oil 
had been poured upon his face when it 

was wafhed with warer inthe name of | 
Cbrift. The flames of hell fhall.eter- 
nally burn and confume without any 
confumption thar filthy foul , whofe 
dirt the wacers of Baptifm, and the 
fires of the boly Ghoft could not 
fercht out, and fcouraway. And if 
any complain of their weaknefs ; 


WHirdly, Here is matter of com- 

forttous.We areina Covenant 
of Grace, there is a Redemption for 
us if we havea mind to be delivered , 
we have affurance of the affiftance of 
the Holy Ghoft, and if we be fincere- 
Jy watchfull and diligent, be willnot , 


becaufe of our failings, takeaway his 


Holy Spirit from us. Through the — 
Spiric of Chrift we fhall be able todo 
valiantly, nothing (hall be too hard 
to overcome, but we fhall tread all 
our enemies under our feet. 
Let us march out therefore asthe 
Souldiers of Chrift, carrying his 


) | | (7°) 

Crofs in our Banners, lecus profels , 
and declare that we are crucified to 
the world , chat we are buried with 
Chrift in Baptifm, and reckon our 
felves to be dead indeed unto fin, But 
alive unto God,througn Fefus Chrift our 
Lord. Letnot flothercfore reign in 
yout mortal bodies, that you fhould 
obey it inthe Jufts thereof; neither 
yield ye your members as In{truments 


of unrighteoufnels unto fin, bur yield 
felves unto God, as cthofe thar 


are alive from the dead, and your 
members as inftruments of Rightre- 
oufnefs unto God. For fin fhall not 
have dominion over you, for youare 
notunder the Law, but under Grace. 
Itis a fhame now to be overcome, 
when you ferve under fuch a Captain, 
and have Heaven on your fide, and 


~ have received the promife of the bo- 


ly Ghott-Is chere no power inthe Spi 
rit of God? or is not Gad as guod as 
his word ? Will not he give us what he 


hath promifed,to make us co vanquilh 


all his enemies? O donot {peak fuch 
evil chings of God by doing any evil. 
Do not difgrace your profeffion, nor 


_ Dring ad fhonour upon your Lord,by 


Jetring 


& 
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letting every temptation ufe you at 
its pleafure. Do not fuffer every luft 


~ to foil and worft you, asif you were 


Turks and Infidels, and had none of 
the mark or badge of God uponyou, 
and as if your Baptifm was of no more 
avail to you then the wafhing of your 
bands. Bur firftrefolve char ali chefe 
lufts of the iefh muft be overcome , 


_ and then conclude that they may.Per- 


{wade your felves chat God is with 
you, and that he hath appointed no 
ine ffeQtual Rites, no bare (hadows, no 
beggerly Ceremonies , and cold For- 
maliries inthe Religion of Chrift; buc 


thatif you ufe your Diligence, and 


pray continually , you fhall find the 
holy Ghoft to accompany you, and 
that you are born again,not of water 
only, but of the Spirit, and (hall final- 
lyinherit eternal life, — 

4. Thae you may receive greater 
fupplies of the fpirit promifed, and be 
more ingaged to yourduty, labour 
fully to underftand your vow and Co- 
venant, and then come, and openly — 


own it, profeffing you will be faichfall 


toic, that fo you may be admitted to 


nearer familiarity with God, Let me 


F prevail 
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prevail wich all young perfons who | 


are yet in che gare of the Church, and 
have proceeded nofurther thenrobe 
baptized in their Infancy, and perhaps 
to be catechized in the principles of 


Religion, to {pend a few thoughts up- 


on this whichI propound. For chough 


outward Baprifm, which is che vifible 


1 Pec. 3.21. 


fign and feal of the Covenant, isnot 
to be renewed, yer the Anfwer of a 
good confcience, wherein the inward 
baprifm doth confift, may, and ought 
to bere. iterated by a perfonal retump- 
tion and ratification of that vow 
which was made for usic our infant 
years. And nowman i: tobe reputed 


acomplear member of the Church, 


untill be do own his Ingagements,and 
openly profefs that he wili ftand to 
the conditions of the Covenanr, and 
be a Difciple of Chrift.If Baptifm did 


at fir admit us into the injoyment of 


wedo ferioufly refie& upon it, and in-. 
gage our hearts by ourown freecon- FF 
fene to God, becaufe then we begin 

more folemnly co perform che conditi- 

ons that God requireth of us. 


many priviledges, furely we (hall re- 


ceive more of che bleffings of it,when 


* 
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| ficlt entred upon acharge of fouls, 

I could think of no courfe fo anti- 
ently actefted unto, fo reafonable in it 
felf, and fo likely co be «ffectual for 
mensgood, fofree likewife from the 
exceptions of any party , asco 
 propofe this to my people, thar all 

thofe who had not yer been commu- 
nicared, fhould freely and heartily in 
the prefence of thofe who were affem. 
bled at any time to partake of the 
Lords Supper, profefs to be fincere 
and conftant in their baptifmal Cove- 
nant, and declare themlelves enemies 
.* tathe Devil, the world , and the Aefh. 
r And! will take occafion here to pro- 

fefs, that I am heartily glad that Mr. 
Haxmer hath propofed this ; and Mr. 
Baxter fo earneftly preffed it upon the 
~ whole Nation ; after whofe pious and 
Jearned endeavours, fer mecontribure 
my/ little Mite to rhe urging thofe , 
info whofe hands this {mall Treatife 
- figail come that chey would nor refufe 
uw. This Chriftian Duty bath long paf- 


- “fed under che name of Confirmation , 
which isa word full, and fignificant 


_- of thething thatI would exprefs, and 
¢onfilts of two parts. Firft, Thara 
. perfon 


| 
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perfon do undertake in hisown name 
every parc of che vow made by others 
for himin Baptilm , and fo perlonal- 
ly confentuato Cbrift co be wholly 

according ro that agreement. And 
fo it isan At of Confty mation on out 
pare, becaufe we do hereby further 
ratifie aod eftablith chat contrad 
whichis becween God and us, and by 
confeiting of itto be valid and good, 
bind our felves fatter fill co him , 
whole we were before. The fecond 
pare of it is, A receiving of Gods 
bleffing and Grace by the Minifters 
hands, and holy prayers, to ftrengthen 
us ro perform our Engagement, and 

(*\ Mtke Good our word and faith which 

fundey of WE have plighted unto God ; which 

the Anti- Many have taken to bethe meaning 
ents, Ca- of thatplace, (* ) Heb.6.4.Where 
after Baptilm , follows, laying on of 

ands, which che uled in theit 

ity blefsings. And itisan AG of Cox 

TvlJina, firmation of the perfon on the part of 

© yies, God, who confers a new grace to 


do 
ftrengthea, aod confirm in him cthefe 


alfo 
and Buding. loc. who with for the reftoring 
of it in chole Chuiches from which it had been banifhed. 


holy . 
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(7s) 
boly Principles, and chat pood refolu- 
tion, of which he hath madea ‘aith- 
full profehion, and co inable hin to 
keep and perfift init. Asin Baptifm, 
the Holy Gholt was conveyed asa 
Sanctifier, fohecein as a Comforcer 
and Strengthner now, that the perfon 
is entring upon a great contelt and 
conflict with himfeli, the world, and 
principalites and powers, and (piritual 
wickedneffes in high places. The 
necefsity of this is not nowin this age 
of the world, as a new ching tobe 
learned , there never could be a well 
conft:tuted Church without it, nor can 
we tell that men are not Heathens,and 
have noc revoked their word, unilels 
they willtell us they underftand what 
they then did, and will not ftir from ‘a 
Butif it be vy fible fouls are nor hike 
any great numbers to be faved 
fome fuch courfe, (fo many aurending 

upon Sermons mand years. that under- 
ftand little or nothing, ) ic will nor be 
difputes by fober men, whether it be 
neceffary or no,an! for proof of chis, 
I refer to the better works of him yyy. Baxtem 
thac labours more abundantly chen us 
all; thinking it fafficient for one to 
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perfwade, what abler men do prove, 
Ler me only produce the ceftimony of 
a very great and learned perfon lately 
inthis Church,and add it to che words 


which you find at the end of Mr. Bax- 
ters book. For all {uch a: have bees 
baptized in their Infancy, the perfonal 
Refumption and Ratification of that 
Vow Which their fathers and mothers in 


Dr. fick- 


fon.1. 10. 


upon the God did make for them at the facred 


Creed. Laver, 4 to beexstted of them Ore 


Ca”. §O. 
To atch tenus /ome publique congregation, be- 


‘addthe they can lawful!y be admitted to be 


words of pablique Commwuncants of (brifts bo- 
another dy andblood. Andthoughhe can find 
more anti- no default in che Do@rine, or Laws 


 entjannex. of gure Church, yer ( he faith, )he dare 


end of thig NOt avouch fo much for juftifying che 


Trearife, men, to whomthe execurion of thofe 
and be- commended, whether they be 
caulsof lower, of higher ,or of the highelt 


its | | in by 
rank. Ichaving been fcarcein his ob- 


inferred. fervation, tha: any prefentments were 
made in vifitations, of the parents, for 

not bringing perfons ta; or of Mini- 

fiers, for not preparing them for cone 
Armation,much lefs again Dioce/ans 
cthemfelves for not executing cheir 


Office 


che R, and learned D. Hammond , 


_ 
: 
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Office in this great fervice of the 
( hurch. And be concludes inchefe re- 
markable words, Whether the folemn 


baptizing of all Infants, which are the 


| (Children of prejumed Chr: ftian parents 


throughows this Kingdom, without fa- 
lemn Aft: pulation,that they foal at years 


o“Difcretion per{onally ratifie their vow 
in Baptifomin publique, tx (ach manner 
as the Charch riguirves, be not rather 


more lawfull, or tolerable, then expeds- 
ent, [leave With all fubwiffion 10 the 
con fideration of bigher powers. And he 


— bleffes God that be was in a convent- 
cnt sge,in a bappy time and place, pre- 
fented to ratife his vow made for 


him by his fureties, which fure he 
would not have done, if he had nor 
found it very beneficial unto his fpiri- 


tual good and welfare. 
fame Author hath thefe words 
ina Treatife pub!ifhed in bis hfe time , 
He that fets bu hand uso the lacred 


our felves,and forfake all we heve, for 
im this furrow muff the [ced of life be 
fown. Here Novicesin Religion com- 
monly beginte balk, and no wonder, [ee- 


\ 
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plough, fhould firff begin to found the Py 
bof that rule, Whar itisro deny 
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ing fo fewarecalledto any first perfo- 

nal cccompt of that which others have 
undertaken for them at their firft ad. 

mifficn into the Bed-rol! of Chriftians, 

Which if thattreble vow * Were 
ws made fall unfolced unto ms, as [oon as we 
in Bap- haa any knowledge of good axaevil; and 
toe ali the feveral branches of Gods Cove- 
Mant with as gréeatcare ana/ olemnity 

culcated, as Mofes commanded ihe Law 
Soould be to the Vraelites Children 

And lafily, The Vewit [elf confirmed 

and ratified by cur per(oral proteftation 

, a” the fight of the Congregation ; the 
fear aswellof God, as of foame before 
men, in Whole prefence Wwe made thu 
profeffion,weuld bind meny of us to more 

Chriftvan ,tken the beft of ms, 

the world goes dare make fhew of, as 
alforeftrain us {rom many deacly Enor- 

mities, Which now admon:fhed of, We 

will not accompt any fins. Thus jre- 

~pared to receive it, it Would be over- 
much infidelsty toaiftruft the plentsfull 
Infufion of inherent fantiifying Grace 
at our folemrit:es of Confirmation ; 
were thefe firft [antlified wiih publique 

Prayers, or performed with (uch Chri- — 
[fsan care and diligence as they ought. — 
| 


(79) 
religious Duty i in the Chriffian 
Church, which it were to be wifhed, 
might be perfor med more Often, mere 
folemnly, and more veligicr [Y thenit. 
nfethtobe. | 


And indeed who fees not that great See the 
benefits would hence flow , both to teftimony 


particular perfons, and to the Church 
of God? It would be a means to make 


annexed st 
end of 
this Trea- 


men more knowing in the things of aj. 


their falvation,to tie chem more {tri@- 
ly co mind the ‘affairs of their fouls to 
work in them a deeper fenfe of the 
ereat bufinefs of being a Chriftiar. 

It.would make men more afraid to 
commit afin againft whieh they bad 
fo folemnly and publiquely protefled. 

would bring Religion robe a thing 
credible and n orein fafhion chen it ts, 
when men did fo openly appear for it, 

and ingage rhemfelves unto it. It is at 
once acceptable to God, and fafeto 
our fe'ves, and fo will be accompant- 
ed with his Grace, and inits own na- 
ture cutoff many inticements of the 
world. Jt will bidus Mand upon our 
Reputation in the pur‘uit of Re- 
ligion, and not run the hazard of be- 

Wi 
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will not have the confidence to askus 
to fin, when we have fo publiquely 
difowned them. You complain of |. 
evil compzny , Of friends and ac. | 
quaintance that ingage you; do but 
Jet them know that you intend to be 

religious, and they will fet you alone. © 
The Philofophers operily profefied a 
-fevere and unufnal life, chae all men 
‘might let them live philofopbically , 
and not be a difturbance unto them ; 

Let but us do fo, and be profeffedly 
religious, and folemoly tell men 
that we mean to keep our vows, and 
they will have the lefs boldnefs for to - 
trouble us. Our work is half done , 
when we areheartily refolved; and 
more then half, when we profes chefe 
refolations. Ic will bring us to mans 
eftare,that we may feed at the Table of 
the Lord, whereby we may increafein — 
ftrengtb, and have more near com- 
_munion with the Father, Son and Ho- 
ly Ghoft. Though I will not fay, 


chat chis be done,men are members | 


of the Church imperfe@ly, yet 1 moft 
needs think, that they are but imper- 
fe& members, they arebur babes and 
infants in Chrift, and not to be'sd- | 
mitted 
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| | 
mitted( of all apes.) 
to taftof themeatof mea, cill they 
thew themfelves to be men, by fpeak- 
| ing for chemfelves. In fhort, it will be 
a great fecurity and defence againft 
temptations, and we fhall recoil upon 
our felves, when we are aflaulted, fay- 
ing, How thall we do this wickednefs, 
break our vows, and {candalize 
the Church , and bring the guile of 
perjury upon our own fouls? 

It is obferved by 7o/. de Yoy/in out 
of the Author of the book Jkkarim, 
that che elevation of the hands of the 
Prieft in the old Law at the bieffing of 
the people, was impofition of hands ; 
and this bleffing the Author of 7ze- 
ror Hammor cals the Weapons and Ar- 
mour of Ifrael,the Artilery(as it were. ) 
and the Bulwarks of his people. I 
will affure you that this folemn In- 
gapement with Gods Grace 
and bleffing chat will defcend upon — 
— you, will be your great guard and de- 
fence, your fword and bucklertobeat 
off temp:ations that are apt moft | 
‘ftrongly .to affaule your younger 

years, bfore you have had experience 


of worlds vanity Therefore he chat 
G would 


| 
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would not be without a fhield in the 
— midft of fiery darts,he that would not 

be weak.and ieeble among ftrong ene> 
mies, that would not be a prey coche 
Devil andthe World, let him come, 
and put himfelf under the wings of the 
divine Majefty , by bis own actual 
confent » let him give up himfelf 
into the hands of God, to be kepr by 
his Power through faith unto falva- 
tion, 
There is nothing can hinder any © 
man from embracing this motion, but 
that which will hinder men from be- 
ing thorough Chriftians , and living 
sodly in Chrift Jefus: And we may be 
confident, that none are fit to receive 


the Sacrament of Chrifls body and | 


blood, chat are not willing to fubmit 
unto, it. For he thae hungers after 
the fweeter tafts of Chrifts love, that 
defires to unite his hearc more clofely 
to him, and to ingage himfelf more 
firmly in the Covenant of God by re- 
ceiving the remembrances of his love, 
will not refufe co do that in word, 
which heintends to doin deed. If he re- 
mean tobe a Profeflor Chrifts 


Religion, and co teftifie co the world , 
chat 


“ 
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that the deeds thereof are evil, and 
contradict their manners in his conver- _ 
fation, thenhe willnot ftick to con- 
demothem in his words,and renounce 
them folemnly, by bismouth, which 
isthe fareafiermatter. | 
Will any man be afhamed to make 
fuch a profeffion, and to tread inthe 
way of Chrifts Church becaufe ic hath 
been of Jate difufed , or turned into 
another thing? Why fhouldft thou 
blufh ro own holinefs, to fay before 
Chrifls Church, thou art refolved to 
lead aChriftianlife, and renounce the 
Devil,and all the wayes of wickedne/s? 
Why fhouldft thou be afhamed of thy 
Religion, as though it were fit to be 
profefied only in a private corner , 
where none fhould hear thee,? Why 
fhould it be accounted a firange thing 
to proteft love to God?It is an honour 
end glory tous, that we may beChri- 
-flians,and fo we fhould ehleemir, We 
fhould be glad, if we cando our Sa- 
-viout fo much honour as to confefs 
him openly before men, that fo he may 
confe(s us before al) his H. Angels, We 
may be confidenr, that we fhall never 
‘in atime of perfecution confefs him, 
(ot 
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Cof Which thefe places inthe mar- 


gent {peak, )if we cannot be perfwad- 
edto do ic among the Children of | 


9,10. Peace? Will any one be afhamed that 


name of achild,and faith, believe , 


(hould be told by che Minifter, chat 


fuch an one declared himfelf a Chri- 
ftian, and hath to me avowed his Re- 
figion, and folemnly faid, chat he will 


by the Grace of God make good his 
baptifmal promife? Will any one be 
Joth it fhould be publiquely faid, chat 
he is a Chriftian? Why then fhould he 
not fay fo himfelf ? Suppofe you were — 
not yet baptized, or had lived inthe | 


firft times, and heard Chrift preached, 
- would you be unwilling to come, and 


profefs that you renounced the Devil, | 
the World,and their lufts? Shall none 
own the Religion of Chrift publique- 
ly, but Infants chat cannot underftand 


ait? The more we know, fhall we be che 
_ more loth to declare our liking of bis 
 wayes?Are you unwilling to reprefent: 


the childs perfon, and profefs publick- 


el) ly for it inthe congregation? Why 


fhould you not do that for your felves 
which you are willing to do for 
others ? Cannot he chat comesin the 


&c, 


(Mar. 12. 


&c, I renounce, &c. come, and do 
the fame in his own name? I doreally 


think, thatthey that are unwilling to 


undercake Chrifts Profeflion by an 
open promife, would not be baptized 


it hadnot been done in their Infant’ 


years, chey would remain rather Hea- 
thens and Infidels then be received in- 


to the Church of God, for uponno » 
lower conditions then thefe are, could | 


they ever have been admitted to any 
Chriftian priviledges. Unlefs therefore 
you will fhew your felves to want all 
underftanding and not fit to be creat- 
ed as men of common reafon, put not 
away from you fo many Intreaties. If 


you think your Baptifm to be worth 


your owning, if you would not really 
without it, and take your felves to 
be che betrer for it, renew folemnly 
that League and Promife with God , 

and do noc perfwade your felves and 


others, chat you prize the Baptifm, 


while you are unwilling usto this, for 
if that were not. done, you would cer- 


tainly omit it asa needlefs Ceremony, 


‘as well as this which alwayes accompa- 
nyed it intheChurchof Chrift.* Seeing 
nothing can a be thoughe 


* Anton.s? 
‘Dom.deRe. 
pub. Ecelep 


to make you unwilling, but a lothnefs. 
to be good, and ingaged to live well,do 
not by refufing, caft an Afperfion 
‘ppon your felves of having re- 
Chrift,and fecretly entred in- 
to a confeederacy with the Devilto | 
deftroy his Kingdom, and trample 
under foot his blood as an unboly © 
thing. 
When thsconfirmation was lookt 
“upon by the multitude as a means only 

to receive fome thing from God, bur 
not as laying any obligation upon 
men; it was awonder ( | fhould bave 

faid no wonder ,) to fee what flocks 
and herds of people came unto it. In 
Maries dayes, ( a8 Saunders 
De Schi/m: reli as,) when this cuftom by a provin- 
cial decree of Card. Pooles was renew- 

ed after long negle@, the people were 

fo zeaious to receive the Bithops 
There dlefsing, ( which was all they wenc 
were (e- for,) chat jn fome places the Church 
erees long could not contain the people that re- 
forced co him, and he was fain to con- 
as that of the Churcheyard, and to be de- 

| 


Peckham, Wherein be calls the difufeof it, 
Damnab.e Neghgence. | 
fended 


| 
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fended by armed men fromthe prefs 
ofthemulticude. | 

Why fhould not men come now in 
as great Crowds,when another renew. 
all in a more folemn manner 1s pro- 
pofed ? Why fhould not the young 
people affemble chemfelves together , 
and fay, Come, Let us goto the houfe of 
the Lord, let us own Chrift to be our 
Lord and Saviour, but only becaufe 
men are loth to be ingaged co fear 
God, and do love a Chrift of their 
own making that fhall do all for chem, 
and require them to do nothing for 
him?If God will have men as they are, 
they can be content to afford him 
their company ; but if he expect any 
amendment, they defire to be excufed 
from making him any promife of it, 
and hope that they (hall find him fo 
kind in the conclufion, as not to exa& 
ic. Maynot he be well fatisfied without 
any bond from us, when (in mens ac- 


count )he will never demand theDebt? | 


Why fhould we pafs our word for 
thac which will never be required? | 
— feeing God can bear with mens rebel- 

lions, why fhould his Minifters be fo 


| 
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rigid, as to exact an Oath of Allegi- 
ance? Thefe are the thoughts of mens 
hearts, chat God will crofs all fcores 
atthe laft, and chen to what purpofe is 
make any fuch ferious Ingage- 
» ments ? If we had a window into mens 
breafts, we fhould fee this Principlein- — 


graven ontheir hearts, That the Gofpel | 


Promifes, and all their to be- 
biewe thems to be true,and fothere need | 
— not fo much be done, as to make an 
open profeflion of this belief. 

If Popery fhould again prevail in 
England, and fuch a decree fhould be 
again revived, what would thefe men 
do ‘Would they be fo backward as 
now they are to prefent chemfelves 
before the Congregation of God? 
Ie is moft likely thac fear or fancy 
_ mighe make thofe men receive their 

_ Oyntment in the fore head , and box 
onthe ear, (as the manneris in their 
confirmation, ) who now will not for 

the love of God profefs they hate 
fin, and intend ro‘lead a holy life. So - 


conftantly it falls our, chae what hath 


difficulty in it is refufed, and all chat 
requires our ferious attention, upon 
fome 


4 
> 
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fome account or other is rejeted,and 
men would go to Heaven they know 
not how, and be faved from hell, but 
potfrom their fins. Yea, fome are fo 
ignorant, as tocall this 4 popif) Cere- 
mony, when itis very plain, thacif it 
were, they would not {peak againtit ir. 
If only their Children were to be blef~ 
fed that underftand nothing,we might 
eafily perfwade them tofend them, 
when as they will rather themfelves 
remain Children, chen make any fo- 
~ Jemn Covenant with God by their 
own mouths. If a CharaGer (as they 
fpeak, ) was to be imprefled, andthe 
benefitco arife ex opere operato out of 
the meer doing of the work, they | 
would willingly be fo fealed for Hea- 
ven, but if they muf fet their own 
fealto any Ingagements, they with- 
draw their hands , and will prefume 
upon fome other way of conveyance, 
and making over Gods great Bleflings — 
tothem. If they can be faved by | 
 fprinkling warer on their face,and the 
womancan carry chem in her ams to 
Heaven, as fhedoth unto the Font ; 
they are content, it cofts them no 
trouble at all. But if it were co do 
again, 


again , if it coft them Repen- 
tance, a holy life , anda hearty pro- 
feffion of it, they would fcorn that 
Baptifm wherein now they truf fo 
much, and they would rather venture 
_ to be as they were bornsthen be wafh- 
ed from their pollutions on fuch con- 
ditions. O that men would take chefe 
things at leaft fo far into their 
thoughts ,as to pafsa ferious Judge- 
ment upon them, whether they be true 
or falfel Do nocread thefe lines with- 
outa little paufe. And then go on,and 
confider with thy felf, how unlikely 
itis, .thatethey, who even break cheir 
brains with ftudy co do men good,and 
figh cill their heart ake after 
‘Salvation, fhould be the greateft ene- 
mies of men, the troublers of their 
Peace, and shat love to perfwade them 
needlefs or indifferent things , chat 
May as well be lefe undone. 
 Letfome honeft Heathens(for a con- 
clufion ) be admitted for plead the 
_caufe®f chistruth,& perhaps they may 
thofe faces blufhh who look on 
thefe lines, but are loth to fhew chem- 
felves inany publique prefence to pro- 


fefseheir Religion. Whenthe Perfian 
youth . 
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youth were out of their minority,and 
came to menseftate. They gave them 
an Oath which they folemnly took 
inthis form, J /wear that Will defpsfe po. 
all filthy lucre, bodily ploafures, and pouf).g. 
glory, that Iwillratker be emu- Eyif. 198. 
low of vertme, and worfhip God, reve- 
rence my Parents [peaking Truth , and 
doing geod, neither Wall / cver witteng- 
dy and willingly violate any of thefe 
thingss Sure thefe old Heathens 
would not have refufed co do what | 
is now defired, had chey imbraced out 
Rebgion, who thus amply protefted. 
and cook therr oath thacthey would 
be good. | 
Falius Pollux \ikewife relates the 
like cuftom among the Greeks inthe 
Common. wealth of efthens. Wheo 
cheir young men were twenty years wife stobei | 
of age, their names were inferibed in ferm. 
| the City-rolls, and they fworeinthe ty 
open air,(as if chey would have all the 
worldto hear them, ) / will never dif- xa 
grace my arms, nor forfake my fellows vo 
fouldier.in his danger , I will fight both °7**s ce 
alone, and with others for God and my 
Country, I will fail to any Region of the 
world whither I am commaniea , 
ee wi 
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will neither difturb,nor betray my Conn. 
try, Iwill obferve the perpetual folem- 


et, 1, 40d all that foal be hereafter made; I 
™" defend, and ever have in reverence 


the Religion in which I was born, isoges 
The Gods are witneffes of 
thefe things. Will not you Chriftians 


then promife thus much to your Lord, 
now that you are of age, to fight 


— God, andtohim, and chat you will 
mever difhononr your profefsion, nor 
 forfakeche communion of Saints, nor 


mands, nor neglect the Solemnities 
| ghar he hath appointed? Then may the 
Perfians and Athenians rife up in the 
Judgement againft you, and condemn 
you. 
Do men refufe the oath of Allegi- 
ance to their Prince, whofe natural 
—Subje@s they are, and under whofe 
Protection they have been born and 
bred? Would you deny to acknow- 
ledge in open Covurr an Inftrument 
for your A& and Deed , which was 


conveighs great benefits unto you? rat 
the 


nities, and cbey the received cuftomes , 


againft allhisenemies, to betrueto 


deny him any fervice that he com- 


figned in your name in Infancy, and 
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the King of Heaven thenhavefomuch | 
rightdone him. Let your own fouls 
be the greateft part of your care, and 
let it noc be faid, thar a rational crea- 
| carewilldothat for an acre of Land , 
which he will not doto obtain Hea- 
ven, and all che territories sbove. 
What joy would ir caufe in Heaven 
and Earth to fee men coming to defire | 
commuuion on thefe conditions,to be- 
hold men crowding into the Kngdem 
of Heaven, asthey do into a Church, 
and longing after the food of the 
faichfull, as they do for meat and 
drink?Rejoycel befeech you the beart 
of God, refrefh the fouls of hts fer- 
vants, and add to the fweetnefs of the 
table of the Lord, by letting us bave 
more good company at fo joyfull a 
 Feaft, But if all Intreaties cannot pre- 
vail, 
think the Higher Powers had beft 
enadt a Law, That none fhall be marri- 
ed, till they be infirutted and confirmed, 
and that will doit. For chofe chat care 
whether they receive the Sacra- 
ment of Chrifts body and blood, or 
no, will not five without chis Sacra- 
ment, ( asin a large fenfe it may be 
called,) 


‘ v ok 
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called,) though they underftand the 
ends and duties of tt no more chen 
of the other. And this muft be ac- 


knowledged to have been a great caufe 


of our Diforders, that men enter into 
thefe relations before they know che 
duries of them, and beger, and brag 
forth Children, before they ceafe to be 
—childrenthemfelves, or know how to 
bring them up as they fhould. There- 
fore our Reformers,icis plain,intend- 
ed men fhould not marry before they 
were well catechized, and had taken 
their Baptifmal vow upon themfelves, 
knowing, that chofe were unfit to 


make a Covenant with each other oe tage 


who knew rotthe Covenant of their 
God. For they prefcribe inthe left 


‘| Rubrick of the office of Matrimony , 


that the perfons new married, muft 
that day receive the Communion; and 
ia the Rubrick about Confirmati- 
on,fay in exprefs words, 7 hat none Pall 
be admitted to the holy Communion un- 
WM fuch time as they can fay the Cate- 
chifm and Le confirmed.Let me {peak to 
the very fenfes of vulgar people. Do 
you not remember the font ftood at 


the lower end of the Church, and rhe 
-Communion- 


z 


Cos) 
Communion-table at the higher ? 
Could you come from the oneto the! 
other but by the Palpit which ftands 
in the middle betweenboth ? This 
teaches you (if you willlearn,) that 
you are only entred into the Church, | 
and are buc inthe beginnings of Re- 
nee by Baptifm, and you muft 
advance higher by being inftructed 
and<aughe inthe faith of Chrift, and 
can no otherwife be admitted from 
the lower to the highe(t forms of 
Chriftians.Come therefore, and be in- 
ftru@ed and then profefs you like this 


| Do@rine, and will be obedient coir ; 


fo fhall you come to be men in Chrift, | 
and caft of all his dainties, and be 
 tisfied with the fat things of his houtle. 

If all will not be granted chat is here pa ekg 
requefted,yet do not deny all, but at poref, ne 


Jelt profels co the Minifter your hear- omitcatur 


ty Repentance , and your belief in 
Chrift, and the willingnefs co fabmje 14" /- 


unto him,and to be faved by him, th sor oy 


he may declare it toallothers. And ignorantid 
really fhew that you are come to an tim. 

adulc eftace, by putting away childifh | 

things, andlivingtheliteof men. A 
Child (as one faicb,) looketh only to 


things 


things prefent, a man looketh to | 
thingstcocome: A child attends only 
topaftimeand pleafure,a man hath alfo 
proficin his confideration, A child is 
ready to fell bis Inheritance for a trifle 
orbable, of which a man maketh 
greater account. His carriage and be- 
haviour likewife diftinguithech him, 
and fo doth bis confidence againft 
vulgar bug-bears and affrightments, 
| If therefore after you are confirm. 
ed, you find your felves to chink lefs of 
things prefent, and more of things to 
come ; lefs of this world, and more of 
the eternal rewards of Godlinefs,and 
the: =everlafting of fin ; 
aif you fcornto fell your heavenly in - 
heritance for the crifles of this world 
prefene themfelvesunto you; if 
you be more attentive to your fpiri- 
tual profitin knowledge and mortifi- 
cation; and not only taken with the 
fWeecneffes and ravifhments of Reli- 
if your converfation towards 
od and che world be more {crious , 
grave and difcreet, and you are not 
fo calily amazed with the fears of fuf- 
ferings and difficulties in your Chrifti- 


nos 


—ancourfe; itis a fignthatyouhave 


| 
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got received the Grace of God in 
vain, and the Lord will deliver you 
from every evil work, and preferve 
you co his everlafting Kingdom. Faith- 
fall is he chac callech you, who alfo 
5. Lafily, Lee me befeech all the 
people of God co live in love and 
peace together. Let us not quarrel 
about every little ching nor make eve- 
ry petty difference a caufe of trouble 
and contention. For asthe Apoftle 
faith, t Cor.12.13. By one /pirit We are 
all baptized into one body. We arcall 
‘ by chis made of the fame corporati- 
on, and caken by Baptifm into the 
fame Brother-hood , and therefore 
fhould not make chem the waters of . 
{trife, and fo provoke the Lord co an- 
geragainitus. We are not baptized 
into chis or eat particular Opinion , 
nor received ifto a particular Church, 
_butinto che belief of che Gofpel,and 

into the Church of Godingeneral, 
and therefore fhould love all the Di- 
{ciples and followers of our Lord, and 
 imbrace allof every perfwafion thae 
live godlily in — Jefus. You were 


not 
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not baptized (faith the Apoftle) into 
the name of Pau/, therefore donot 
fay, 1 am of Paul , adhere co this 
man orchat, for whofoever did bap- 
-tize you,it was not into the particular 
love of him and bis opinions, but into 
the Communion of the whole Church 
of Chrift, who bold the Catholique 
Faith, Though an Heretick in anti-. 
ent times had baptized any man, yet 
did not the ‘Chriftians therefore bap- 
tize him over again when be left thofe 
mens company , becaufe being bap- 
tized into the name of Father , 
Son and Holy Ghoft, he was not re- 


ceived into the profeffion of their | 


particular opinions, but of the Truth 


of Chrift univerfally believed by all 


good Chriftians. 
And therefore let us live wich them 


all as oor Confederates, as chofe that 


are tied togecher in the fame bonds, 
and united in the fame Covenant, and - 
ingaged in che fame caufe apaink the 
common enemies, the Devil, the 
W orld,and the Fiefh,and lee as never | 
thefe enemies fo much caufeto 
rejoyce, as an unhandfome word 
againit 


j 
3 
+3 
5 
a> 
3 
rik 
H 
i, 
at 
4 
j 
j 


apainft fincere Chriftian might 
adminifter. Buc let us endeavour to 
keep the unity of cbeSpirit in the bond 
of Peace, for asthe Apoftle {peaks , Eph.4.3; 
There ts one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 45+ 
tifm,one God and Father of All, Whot 
above all, and tbrongh all, and iw you 
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APPENDIX 


HE tore King Charls was 
confirmed on EASTER 
i| munday , 1613. ( which 


in the 

Chappclat was che thirteenth year 
Whric- of his age, ) after a long 
Hell. and first Examination by the 4.8. of 


juttifie che antient ard good pradife 


ap. | 


Canterbury, and the ‘of Bath and 

Wells, as Dr.George ear-wit- 
nefs of the fatisfation he gave,affures 
_ us; whoina little Tratace, be upon 
that oceahon wrote an this SubjeA to 


of this facramencal Rite, ( as Bucur 
calls it, ) thus {peaks. 
Confirmation an antient Ecclep- 
aftical cuftoa of the Church, ufed after 
ting in Ex amination and 
Impofition of hands, with effectual 


prayer for the vtion of Gods moft 
holy 


; 
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holy Spirit , to confirms and perfec thas 
which she Grace of the fame Spirit 
oath already begun in Baptifm. 

The benefits of thu Confirmation 

are divers ; whereof the far ft “, That 
men expelling Examination and tryal 
from their [piritual Fatherathey might 

more willingly acquaint, and carefully 

[eafon themlelves with the grounds of 

Chriftian Religion, before malice and 

corrupt examples depraved their minds, 

| 


Secondly, It ferves, that when they 
years of Difcretion, thay fhould 
make confeffian of that faith 

thamjelves Which others had promifed 
far thems in. Baptifm, to the difcharge 
of their furctiesand the goodexamples 

That br [uch confeffion 
«they might. make profeffian of difference 

fromall Jews, turks and Infidels owe 
of the Church Hereticks , Schifma- 

Cicks, and, prophare perfons in the 


they fir come ta the ufe af Reafon, be- 
ining ta fak, into fundry kinds of 
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fin, and being leaft able to refift, for 

want of experience, by Impofition of 

_ hands and prayer they might receive 

firength and defence againft the tempta- 

tions of the World, the Flefo, and the 
Dawil. 

ifthly, That the Prelates and chief 
Guides of Gods family,to whom the cure 
of fouls belongeth finding npon due Ex- 
amin ition [ome part of their own heavy 

burden difcharged , might from thence 

-veap Comfort in beholding thofe fair 

Foundations already laid, 
God, Whole praife they found inthe 

mouths of Infants. 

—- This kind of Confirmation ( Were 

there no eAuthority to countenance it, 
ein my Fudgement fo ufefull tn the 
Church of God, that upon good rtafon 
it might be entertained among Chrifti- 
ans: Bat for further confirmation of 
it, we areincompaffed with aclond of 
Witnelfes, and that foplentifuly omeof | 
+ alleAntiquity, asit might feemakind | 
of Ambition , or loft labour to quote 
their names. Wherefore I will only 
alledge the foundeft of thofe, Who fince 


the Reformation of Religion and clearer 
Light 


By 
‘ 
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ethitreftored. And becaufe his An- 


Light of the Gofpel , in their [everal 
Writings have approved ,. and highly 
commended this antient cuftom, And 
bringing in Bucer, Melan&ton, Zuing- 4 
lius, Chemnitius, and others tof/peakto 

thes Truth, he cites Atr, Calvin 
awong the reftin thefe words. fobn 
(alvin in his fourth Book of In(tita- 
tion in the Upfbot of the chapter 
Of Confirmation, not only commend. 
eth che antient ufe of it, buc the 
abufe being removed, heartily with- 


Cap 19. 
13. 


thority 6 (not Without defers) of great 

Weight, 1 will fet down bis words asl 

find them. | 

Wouldto God (faith be ) we re- 

tained that cuftom which I have al- 

ready declared to have been in ule 
amongthe Antienss, before that:ab- 
ortive Vizard of a Sacrament was put — 
upon it. Andalictle after. IF this 
part of Difcipline were now a dayes 

in force, the flacknefs of many P.- 

rents would be much quickened, who 
pafs over the Inftitution (or Infirudi- 
on) of their Children, asa bufinefs 
“nothing pertaining co them 
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then without fome publique difgrace 
they could not omit: Befides, There 
would be lefs Ipnorance , and more 
concord in. Articles of Faith emong 
 Chriftian people, neither would they 
fo eafily be carried away with new and 


ftrange Opinions. 
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